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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Righteousness exalteth a nation ; 
sin is a reproach to any pedéple.—Prov. 14 : 34. 


but 


anuary 3:—God’s Patience with Israel... ... Judg.'2 : 7-19 

2 ss Seems 10.—Deborah and Barak Deliver 
Ste SU ol Boa S Judg. 4 : 4-23;.5: t-22 
January 27.—The_Call of Gideon, ...... . Judg. Si : 1-40 
» ace! b 2% udg.'g 


January 24.—Gideon and the om Hundred 
January aie Birth of Samson (Tem- 


3- 
4 
5- 
perance nm) udg. 13: 8-16 24 25 
6. February 7.—Ruth Chooses the True God * Rut 
7 
8 
9 


le February Rashes —Samuel Called tobe a 


SPST ees EE Ce 1 Sam. 1 + 24-28; chapter 3 

: ol 21.—The Death of Eli and his Sons. . .1Sam. ¢ : 2-18 

. February 28.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader . .1 Sam: 7 : 3-17 
20. March 7.—Saul Anointed SD. ges Snies fi 69 © Leib. ce t Sam. 8-10 
tr. March 14.—Saul Gains his Kingdom .........% 1 Sam, 1 
12, March 21.~Jonathan and his Armorbearer . Sam. 14 : 1-46 


13. March 28.—Review : God’s Mercies to Disobedient Foret. 





A gentleman who was for many years a valued di- 
rector of The. Sunday. Scheol Times Company, Mr. 
H. N. McKinney of N. W. Ayér & Son, gave this defi- 
nition of advertising in an address at Harvard and 
the University of Michigan: ‘* Advertising is the art 
of creating a desire or increasing an already existing 
desire and fixing it upon some certain article until 
that article is purchased.’’. That artis useful to you # 
in so far as it-leads you to buy to advantage. It is 
thus often atyour service in the columas of this.paper. 











The Open Door 
By Grace M. Chapin 


IGH up beneath the cobwebbed eaves, 
At a close-barred window-pane, 
A little bird in anxious fear 
Beat quivering wings in vain. 


Yet the bird was not a prisoner ! 

A humble door swung wide, 
Leading to all the sunlit air 

And the whole sweet country-side. 


Would I could show you, little bird, 
How freely you might go 

Out to your life of swift-winged song, 
If only you dared fly low! 








Choosing Our Inheritance 

Some hoped-for inheritances are uncertain ; one 
is incontestably certain for all. This is the inherit- 
ance that each one chooses for eternity. When Joshua 
died, ‘they buried him in the border of his inherit- 
ance ... in the hill-country of Ephraim.’’ So his 


earthly inheritance—a part of Canaan-—stayed with 
Joshua's body even when it entered the grave. Our 
inheritance, either of eternal life or of eternal death, 
It is in- 
it cannot be challenged or changed in 
If we have chosen to take Christ as 


will stay with us when we enter’the grave: 
contestable : 
the next world. 





“ancestry that knew the pressure of severity. 


Saviour and Lord, his coming will bring us into our 
‘tinheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth mot away, reserved in heaven’ for us. If, 
rejecting him, we choose to face God on our own 
record alone, we shall receive an earned inheritance, 
the wages of sin, eternal death,—the second death, 
Like Joshua's body, the end of this life means our 
continuing in the inheritance that has already been 
ours in this life. _Would God be glad, or grieved, to 
see over your grave the words, ‘‘they buried him in 
his inheritance”’ ? 
x 


To Be Lifters 


We must take our choice between lifting up or 
getting pulled down. - To try to be stationary in such 
a world as this is to attempt that which is impossible 
even for God. If, as Christians, we want to lift the 
world up, then we must be noticeably different from 
the world : so different that the world will see the dif- 
ference:and—some of: the world at least—will want 
what: we have: If we are not different from the world, 
we shall soon be wanting what the. world has. Billy 
Sunday never said anything truer than that ‘‘ the rea- 
son the world -hasn’t joined the church is that the 
church has jotwed the world.’’ If we would be world 
lifters, we’ must gecomguamicingly obey our orders 
** Be ye ree paceng 


iu ‘ 
Selfishness First! 

Why should people be-total abstainers? What is 
the niest effective argument that we can offer them? 
A'‘newspaper editorial makes a reply which is terribly 
trué ; ‘appeal to their selfishness ! The editorial does 
not ‘put it in those words. It says, ‘*The industrial 
argument against the use of alcoholic stimulants is far 
more ‘effective than the plea of morals.’’. This com- 
ment’ is made upon an action of the Congress of In- 
dustrial Safety in passing resolutions pledging the 


< 


members to the elimination of the use;of alcoholic 
stimulants by the employees of their plants and fac- 
tories. The editorial goes on to point out that ‘‘the 
man who drinks is an undesirable employee,’’ The 
industrial argument is the appeal to the pocketbook, 
and of course that is more effective, with most men, 
than the appeal to their sense of what is right and 
wrong. It is not pessimism, it is only a recognition 
of what the Word of God reveals as to the condition 
of the hearts of men in whose life God is not supreme, 
to say that selfishness may be a large factor in tardily 
bringing to pass temperance victories that would have 
been won long ago in a world where enough men were 
unselfishly ‘‘right with God.'’ Let us not forget that 
any sort of moral victory is, at the best, an insecure 
one until Christ is King. 


x 
Letters to ‘‘Great-Aunt Lydia” 


Almost any one who will can write ‘* Golden 
Pen’’ letters. Letters often are written in a perfunc- 
tory way ; we write poor letters when we might write 
pleasure-bringing ones. -Grown-ups as well as. little 
folks may have the ‘‘ Writing to Great-Aunt Lydia'’ 
experience that is delightfully told in the ‘* Children 
at Home’’ department on. page 47. In this story the 
children’s make-believe letters were written with a 
golden pen. The ‘League of the Golden Pen,"’ 
whose members write at least one helpful letter each 
month, has in recent years given an impetus to the 
ministry of letter-writing. Its remarkable story is 
told in a leaflet that may be ordered from The Sunday 
School ;Times Company, together with the League 
membership card, for five cents. In quantities of 
five or more the leaflets or cards may be ordered at 
two cents each. One young Christian made a New 
Year’s resolution to write at least one letter each 
month to a foreign missionary. Any Christian may 
make 1915 a gladder year for folks of all ages.by -de- 
termining definitely to write Galden Pen letters. 


~% 


Do “Strict” Habits of Life Pay? 


T'IS a common experience to hear a man who is 
leading an easy and indulgent life express his 
gratitude for a clean-living, simple-hearted, frugal 

Often 
also he describes his own boyhood, the chores he had 
to do on cold winter mornings, the joy with which in 
the frosty autumn he warmed his bare feet on the 
spots where the cows had lain, the crude benches of 
the country school, on which he sat, the scanty pocket 
money, hard-earned and valued as he has valued no 
money since. ‘These-men recall with wistfulness, 
whatever their present life may be, those strong and 
stringent days, and the very recollection braces them 
and uplifts their wills, Horace Bushnell painted the 
great classic picture of such times in his sermon on 
‘* The Age of Homespun,"’ at the Litchfield County 
Centennial in’ 1851. He described the practical 
struggle of common life in those early years of the 
nation when the muscle of energy and victory was 
developed under its close necessities. The men who 
were made by the discipline of the old days, or whose 
fathers were made by it, lie back in the luxury of our 
modern indulgent ways and. wonder where the new 
generations are to learn the lesson of rigid loyalty, of 
lightning discipline, of inflexible integrity, of self- 
mastery and indomitable virtue. For the nation must 
learn these lessons somewhere or die. 

Well, where can they be learned—when they are 
not forced upon us by circumstances—except through 
deliberate self-discipline? And how can we teach 
“ourselves seve by deliberate self-restraints, by volun- 
‘tary abstemidtist'ess, by putting ourselves in bonds in 
small and ‘oftéti"tnconsequential things so that we shall 


be in such a habit of self-subjugation to small princi- 
ples that we shall not be found delinquent when great 
principles confront us. -- This is not fanaticism or fool- 
ishness, but the soundest psychology. 

There are ample opportunities for such education 
of the will in the abstinences that are open to us in 
the matter of common indulgence,—smoking, drink- 
ing, the theater, the dance, and the like. It is not a 
very heroic asceticism for a Christian to go without 
these things. At the very least, time can be em- 
ployed to such vastly greater profit. But a good deal 
more is to be said for a stiff Puritanism in personal 
habits, reaching much farther than these things. It 
is good for a man to be more strict with himself 
than is necessary or than public opinion requires, be- 
cause it gives him a wider margin of safety and effi- 
ciency. In mechanics we are familiar with this 
principle of a margin of safety to provide against 
emergencies, and we take the greatest pains to have 
the margin as sure and wide as possible, 

At Columbia University there is an interesting little 
building whose sci p::1pose is to test that margin in 
the case of alleged fire-proof flooring materials. The 
floor to be tested is built into this building as a roof. 
‘* Under it is built a fierce fire, averaging 1700 Fahr- 
enheit, sometimes reaching 2000. This is kept up 
for four hours, while delicate instruments measure the 
heat of the floor and its sagging under a load of pig- . 
iron, 150 pounds to the square foot. Then water is 
turned on the whole, and, after the floor has cooled, 
a weight of 600 pounds to the square foot is placed 
upon it.’’ If it stands this tremendous test, the Aeer 
system is approved. Several have already stood it. 
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Now no floor in actual use would meet such enormous 
heat so long continued, or be placed under such ter- 
rific strain, Why is the test made so severe? Be- 
cause when human lifé is at stake no ‘‘ margin of 
safety’’ ‘is too pen. ’ 

Suppose it should be discovered that the Brooklyn 
Bridge would bear only one pound weight more than 
is to be put upon it to-day. The bridge would still 
be perfectly safe, but the instant this discovery was 
made the bridge would be shut up at each end. All 
traffic would be instantly stopped. Why? The bridge 
is safe, Yes, but thé margin is too narrow. There 
is no preparation for emergency, for unforeseeable 
strain. This is the way men act for the protection of 
human bodies. Shall they be less careful, more reck- 
less, blind to essential principles of life, in their care 
. for greater things ? Does not the soul need its margin 
of safety as well as the body ? 

The man is most dependable who in all things in 
life. stays away from all debatable boundaries and 
puts a surplus of cleanliness and abstention on his life. 
It is the man with the margin of whom you know 
where he is and how much of him is there. Over 
the boundaries the mists often hang; even when the 
line is defined the fogs are over it and men who loiter 
too near it are lost sight of. Human nature is weak, 
too, and can not bear too r-:uch, and it is dangerous 
to let it play too near to peril. The utterly and en- 
tirely dependable life will stay out and keep itself 
clear, And the stronger and truer it is the more care- 
ful it will be to do this. 

Men often act on the contrary principle. They 
argue that they are capable and sagacious and can 
endure what weaker men cannot. They resent the 
idea that, because they are strong or their calling is 
worthy, they should guard themselves the more rigor- 
ously and deny themselves what weaker men allow. 
Men in the ministry, for cxample, often complain 
because they are expected to be better than other men. 
Well, they ought not to be better than other men 
ought to be, but they ought to be better than’ other 
men.are. And the better they really are, not as min- 
isters but as men, the better any men really are, the 
more and not'the less necessary it is that they should 
widen their margins. 

‘*In proportion to excellence,'’ said Thring, ‘‘com- 
promise is impossible. A single leak sinks a great 
ship. A raft that is all leaks, floats." A bad man 
can still get along in his class with a margin so narrow 
that it would be fatal to the good man in his class. 
Why? Because men expect a wider margin of the 
good man. He must stay farther away from evil. 
Compromise is bad for any man; the better the man 
the worse it is. To the Christian character it is in- 
tolerable. _‘*Give me air and room,’’ pleads the 
Christian spirit, ‘‘ keep me off by a margin of peace 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 
© Gad of heaven, whose and breezes are 
always astir, endow us with own honest vivacity 
and genial warmth. When people in their need turn to 
us for comfort or counsel, let them be disappointed 
by finding us juiceless and berren. Make u: fit to meet 
emergencies, and in adapting ourselves to unex- 
pected situations. Forbid that we should be nercotized 
and stupefied by wilful surrender to the familiar and 
easy. Make us spiritually and socially supple, like our 











from the bad lands and the lands that abit on 
them."" 

And stiff personal habits are not to be negative 
only. There is even more need for them in the posi- 
tive work of life, It is the man who lays the firmest 
law upon himself, who has the most exacting sense of 
duty, who does double the work that other men would 
do in his place, who leans over backward in telling 
the truth and who overdoes in rendering the full 
measure of service for which he is paid, who asks no 
favors for himself and rejoices to do all he can for 
others, who burns his own smoke and files no com- 

laints, whose pound has about seventeen ounces in 
it, who loves work and ‘is only amused by the ‘‘ the- 
atrical’’ performers,—the men who love to talk ‘and 
make reports and exploit tasks which they carry as 
long as they hold public attention, and then drop 
them,—the man who is hard as nails in what he re- 
quires of himself, this is the man ‘of whom ‘there is 
great need to-day,—the man who puts stiff principle 
above business, and who doesn’t ‘know how to sepa- 
rate it from religion and patriotism, 

Strict Nazirite principles give a man a fullér mas- 
tery over his own soul, They make him’ bolder’ and 
freer in his kingdom over the body whose business it 
is to serve him. While he is seéking to’ be clean he 
may as well be clear-out clean; The Nazirite princi- 
ples give him ‘all his energy for creative work and the 
serious business of living a life. They prepare him 


for the unforeseen emergencies ‘of sudden and‘unex- **' 


pected strain. They save him from’ the shane’ of 
softness, and make’ him’ oné ‘of the ‘company'of' the 
hardy souls who-know what’ duty is, “and who'like to 
set their tough moral thews and sinews to the task‘ of 
it. They make it easier for a man‘'to think straight 
about moral issues. A’sloppy,‘indulgent life ‘is ptetty 
sure to blur over the lines of ‘moral’ cleavage which a 
man ought to see keén and sharp. As‘a mattef of 
fact, the Nazirites have done more than their share 


of the stiff, reconstructive work that has'been nidde | 


only the heavier in each generation by the easy-goers, 
the ethical moderates, the men who don't know any 
cause worth a sacrifice that cuts through the skin. ' 








Victory Approaching 
in National Prohibition 

Three days before Christmas our nation's repre- 
sentatives in formal congressional session at Washing- 
ton moved our country nearer to national prohibition 
than it has perhaps ever ‘before been in its history. 
As newspaper readers know, the House of Representa- 
tives that day debated for ten hours the Hobson 
Prohibition Amendment, which had been before the 
House for two years, and then, when the roll call was 
ordered, they voted in favor of the National Prohibition 
Amendment by 197 votes, to 189 votes against. The 
measure, of course, failed of passage, inasmuch as a 
two thirds majority is required to pass a constitutional 
amendment. But the significance of a clear majority 
in the United States House of Representatives in 
favor of national prohibition is tremendous. 

The Editor is glad to be able to give the readers of 
The Sunday School Times a glimpse of the signifi- 
cance of that great day, from the standpoint’ of an 
eye-witness of what went on. Mr. Chalfant, whose 
vigorous article on ‘‘ What Billy Sunday Has Done to 
Booze"’ appears elsewhere in this issue, writes : 

Realizing that there is a constantly increasing number 

_ of Sunday-school teachers desiring information on the 
temperance question, I am writing to suggest that they 
avail themselves of the opportunity to read the Congres- 
sional debate on the Hobson Prohibition Resolution. 

Any teacher who will write to his or her congressman and 

ask for a copy of the Congressional Record, covering the 

work of December 22, 1914, can probably secure that de- 
bate in full withont cost. 
It was my privilege to be in Washington and to hear 


Lyme A 
at ten o'clock in the morning, and the vote was not reached 


the entire discussion of this question. 11 opened 


until nearly midnight. ‘The galleries were crowded from 
the opening until the adjournment of the session, 

It is interesting to note the progress made in Congress 
on the temperance question from several different stand- 

ints. ere was a time within the memory of men still 
iving when intoxication was a very frequent occurrence 
among congressmen, and no member of that body lost 
standing in any way because of that fact. Fifty years ago 
a total abstaining congressman was rather a curiosity. 
To-day more than one-half of our congressmen are total 
abstainers, and even among those who are not total ab- 
stainers there seems to be very little drinking. A con- 
gressman who drinks to excess is So rare that he is liable 
to attract nation-wide attention thereby. Even some of 
the men who op; prohibition felt the necessity of in- 
sisting that that they were temperance men, some. of them 
going so far as to declare that they were total abstainers. 


Mr. Chalfant then goes on to point out some of the 
strikingly significant factors in this winning fight : 


In listening to this debate, I was impressed. with the fact 
that the great majority of the men who spoke in favor of 
prohibition came from among the ranks of the youngest 
men in the House. On the other -hand, it was quite 
noticeable that those who spoke for the. liquor interests, 
including the leaders of both political parties, were men 
well aleng in life and political experience, and who 
seemed to be living ina remote age, There were some 
exceptions on both sides, but not enough to discount the 
general statement that the young men in Congress are for 
prohibition and the old men against it. 

I was impressed with the deep moral and spiritual earn- 
estness of a number of men who spoke for the Resolution. 
One Pennsylvania Congressman, Mr. Kelly from Pitts- 
burgh, a young man barely past thirty vears of age, has 
gathered up by his own efforts dtie of’ the largest Bible 
classes in the town of Braddock where he lives, and I have 
been told that since going to Washington he has worked, 


---he was credit for that stand 
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faithfully to build up a Bible class in the United Presby- 
terian Church of that city where he worships. 
If it were within my power, I would put copies of that 
fs Pg in the - s - every per ool ae had 
merica. ‘I’cannot do that, but they can secure 
srndine ai aeeeltdaas as cbevoinaiestid. 


In a published letter in the Daily News-Herald 
Braddock, Pa., Congressman Kelly has said : 

One thing was eloquent,—not one speaker favored the 

saloon. All declared they were in favor of temperance, 


but ared that prohibition did not mean temperance. 
MY. Moore of Philadel hia came nearer defending the 


saloon as an institution than any other speaker, but when 
Mr. Bryan of Wash- 

- ington, -he spoke long and loud.to deny the allegation. 
*«The roll-call,"’ writes Mr, Kelly, ‘which is 
usually called during a bedlam of confusion, on this 
Occasion Was called during a silence almost painful. 


of 


» 


‘Every name rang out sharp and clear, and the re- 


sponses could be heard in every part of the hall, It 
was a vote fraught with momentous results to many 
of those voting, but very few men dodged it, In fact, 
more members voted on this question than on any 
other before the Sixty-third Congress.’’ May all 
temperance workers be eagerly persistent in following 
up the momentous advantage that is now theirs. 


a ; 
Swinging Clubs for 107 Hours 


It is very easy to overstate the truth when giving 
illustrations to prove that, if one wants to have a 
strong body, he had better let liquor alone. Last 
summer. The Sunday School Times published an item 
to the effect that a wonderful record for endurance 
had been won by a life-long abstainer and non- 
smoker, at-Aldershot, England : a Mr. Tom Burrows, 
a club-swinging champion, had swung a pair of Indian 
clubs continuously for 107 hours. That was a pretty 
tall story. No wonder an Ohio reader later wrote : 


I have a great deal of faith in the Times, but I was 
laughed at for using this illustration in Sunday-school 
as a reason for total abstinence on the part of the boys in 
school, Now all | ask is, can you safely vouch for this? 


The extraordinary item had been furnished to. The 


: Sunday School Times by a trusted correspondent who 


had taken it from The Alliance News and.Temper- 


ance Reformer of Manchester, England,,. That paper 
-had'said : ‘‘ Hour after hour, through day and night, 
: Burrows swung his: clubs to. the. accompaniment of 


military music, in the presence of crowds of officers, 
soldiers, and civilians.’’ But the editors.of The 
Sunday School Times felt that it was worth while to 
verify the challenged item beyond any published state- 
ment, no matter, how trustworthy, and so the Welling- 
ton Lines Gymnasium, at Aldershot, mentioned. in the 
English paper, was written to. In reply there 
an interesting letter from Lieutenant Betts : 


HD. Qr. GYMNASIUM, ALDERSHOT, 9-9-'14. 


With reference to your enquiry ve Mr. Tom Burrows, 
the duration of his swing is correct as given by you (107 
hours). 

During the whole of this time he was fed and massaged 
by members of the Army Gymnastic Staff, who worked in 
relays of three. During most of the days and nights he 
was kept merry by the attendance of hundreds of officers, 
N. C. officers, and men of the different regimen's quar- 
tered in Aldershot, while, when oom permitted, many 
regiments kindly sent their bands at different times to help 
to while away the weary hours. ‘The greatest interest was 
taken by the troops in this marvelous feat of endurance. 

A‘ committee of officers was formed, the members of 
which relieved each other at regular intervals, to see that 
the conditions were faithfully adhered to. These were, 
that Burrows was to swing for one hundred hours without 
stop-or break. At the end of the stipulated time, reached 
at ten o'clock on Friday night, Burrows was feeling so 
well that he decided to go on swinging. This he did until 
the-collapse, which came at five A. M. on Saturday morn- 
ing, Burrows being quite worn out for want of sleep. 

‘had the personal supervision of the whole arrange- 
ments, and can vouch for the whole proceedings being ab- 
-solutely -genuine and the foregoing account absolutely 
true. Unfortunately the officers who tormed the commit- 
tee'are now at the front, but it is worth recording that 
‘Major G. E. Higginbotham, netgear nae Regiment, 
was-president, while the doctors attending throughout were 
- under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel H. E. Deane, 
Royal Army Medical Corps. Were these officers in 
England their signatures would have been attached to this 
statement. 
J. BETTs, 
Lieutenant Master-at-Arms, 
Army Gymnastic Staff. 

**I have trained champions (and held the club- 
swinging championship of the world for some years), 
and find that the use of alcohol has defeated them 
quicker than all the contests one could take part in,’’ 
is the published testimony of Tom Burrows bimself. 
The Times is glad to pass on Lieutenant Betts’ strik- 
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ing confirmation of the accuracy of an unusual item | 


of news, and recommends to its readers the use of 
the +‘ Newsy Nuggets of Temperance Fact"’ on page 
44 in this issue. 





thed 
great 
It ga 
ther 

Ti 


mor! 


* ‘coun 


tion’ 


. the | 


burs 


sé 








iving 
ve a 

Last 
item 
‘ance 


rows, 


dian 
retty 
e; 


was 
ool 


is? 





» The | 


: who 
nper- 
paper 
‘ight, 
nt of 
icers, 


ile to 
state- 
lling- 
n the 


came 


2ws, 


(107 


ged 
d in 
she 
ers, 
uar- 
many 
help 


- of 
that 
ere, 
hout 
shed 
z so 
until 
orn- 


nge- 
ately 
imit- 
that 
ent, 
were 
ane, 
s in 
) this 


rms, 


club- 

ears), 
them 

t in,’’ 
mself, 
strik- 

nem 








sic ae ine 


. the thousands streamed in. 








ise of | 


| page 


LESSON FOR JAN, 31 (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25). 


THE! SUNBDAY-SCHOOL THWES 
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When ily tusise: Confronted His Biggest City 


The first of the reports of this campaign for the conquest. of Philadelphia, 
CS ee ee ane 


Mit penwle 


WASHINGTON 1 newspaper man ‘had been called 
‘ont ‘the telephone, about midnight of Saturday; 
2, and asked whether he could catch the 
train at 12.30 for Philadelphia, to cover the 
opening meetings of the Billy Sunday campaign. He 
caught thé train ; and he found a little group of peo- 
ple who had come all the way from St.. Petersburg, 
Florida, congratulating themselves that they, too, had 
caught that train, _ For in their own home town—not 
in Florida—they had been through a Billy ‘Sunday. 
campaign, They said that six months after the cam- 
paign was over the enthusiasm in their town was just 
as spontaneous as ever. But they had not had enough 
of Billy Sunday where they lived, and so they were 
cutting short théir outing in Florida to come to Phila- 
deiphia and keep close’to him. ~ 


At five minutes past nine on Sunday morning, Janu- 
ary 3, I came for the first time in full view of the 
tabernacle. It was a perfect winter day: cold, crisp, 

clear, brilliant sunlight,—the very atmosphere was 
radiating a tingling welcome to the man who was 
about to confront his biggest city. An hour and a 
half before the beginning of the first meeting little 
groups of people were steadily moving. toward the 
place of meeting. 

. I had hoped to study faces a good deal i in the taber- 
hacle audience. 1 found that it was like attempting to 
study faces in the Coliseum at Rome, or like studying 
individual waves as you look out over the ocean from 
the deck ofa liner. . The tabernacle, when filled, was a 
great rectangular, overwhelming sea of human faces. 
It gave one a bewildering and unanticipated sense of 
the massive magnitude of this movement. 

They seemed to be mostly Christian people that 
morning, —interested, eager, earnest, respectable folks 


‘ counting confidently, perhaps, on the greatest sensa- 


tion’ of their lives. The minutes passed quickly as 

At 10.25 there came a 

burst of applause. There were Mr. and Mrs. Sunday, 
—*‘* Billy and Ma.’’ 





Is he sound? Here is his definition of * jus- 
tification.” : “ It means that when I accept Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, God looks at me as though I 
never had sinned. He imputes Christ's right- 
eousness to me.” 











Sunday himself did not look overstrong. - But he 
strong with the supernatural strength that comes 
from the heart and life of God pouring into- him‘ and 
through him. * Mrs, Sunday was sturdy and capable, 
smilingly carrying the responsibility of ‘‘ mothering"’ 
the man_who- needs to be-looked after. watchfully, that 
he may look-after so many others. 

Mr. Harry C: Lincoln had’ beén training the great 


gs « 
is: 


choir before the campaign opened. Facing the sing- . 


ers, he snapped his fingers for attention.. The buzz of 
conversation which had been tremendoas but unno- 
ticed until it stopped, quieted in a few seconds, until 


not only the choir but the whole tabernacle. audience © 


were in a hush of suspense. Then Mr. Lincoln intro- 
duted "Mr. ‘Rodeheaver to the choir, both standing 
with their backs to the audience. After a word of 
greeting, Mr. Rodeheaver prayed that God would 
bless and use the members of the choit in the work 
that lay before them. Sunday stood, his back to 
the audience, facing the choir, head bowed and eyes 
closed, glad to hear and silently join in prayer.’ - 

‘*Come Thou Almighty King’” was the first hyma 
that swept through the place of meeting. And a great 
thrill swept through me as I realized that this’ was 
perhaps the beginning of God’s mightiest work of 
reviving his church and calling out from the world 
those yet to be saved. -That works of mighty revival 
and spiritual blessing should go on simultaneously with 
the worst tragedy of war that the world has yet seen is in 
keeping with what history has already taught us. May 
God's Church be instant in prayer that the world may 
see God's best while it is seeing man’s worst: 

Then they sang ‘I Love to Tell thie Story,"’ Mr. 
Ackley, Sunday's private secretary, playing - master- 
fully at the grand piano, and the choir and-_ audience 
poliring out their hearts in the precious old -hymn. 
Toward the end of the first verse Rodeheaver for-the 





lip Manat tn: pik grinds thins theta 
one day, a conviction was formed: every one who 
caf ought to hear him over, and over, and over 
again. No adequate appreciation of the man’s 
complete message is likely to be had from hearing 
-hinj once or twice or a few times. If he is coming 
to your town, remember :this.. Go, every chance 
you get. Keep on going. Get your friends to do 
the'same. Then you'll -begin to understand him, 
: and to praise God for him. 








first time raised’ his gleaming trombone to his lips. 
For a few bars he played the air, one trombone 
against fifteen thousand voices ; then he broke off 
from the air’ into a tenor : and ‘that was almost too 
much for the over-full hearts of some of the music 
lovers who listened, -There wé// be music in heaven ; 
this was a wondrous foreiaste of it here. 

‘‘ All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”’ followed, 
and ‘‘Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus."’ ‘‘Billy’’ sat 
on a kitchen chair in a.corner of the platform. His 
eyes. were . lifted, his. lips were moving, his whole 
being. spoke intensity, yet a gestful intensity. His 
chair seldom used its four legs,—there was too much 
nervous energy for thatin the man whom it supported. 
His slim, athletic. build showed to advantage through 
the well- fitting dark brown cutaway suit that he wore. 
A very low turnover collar gave free play to the mus- 
cles of the throat. 

The Rev, Dr. George H. Bickley, Vice-Chairman of 
the local Sunday Campaign Committee, prayed with 
burning earnestness: for the unsaved, for the churches, 


_ for the evangelist’ s physical strength, and that he might 


¥ 


be ‘‘panoplied in power."’ 

As’ Mr. Joseph M. Steele, Chairman of the Local 
Committee, called-upon the audience for a Chautauqua 
salute to the man whose message they were awaiting, 
Billy-Sunday -himself sat in his corner of the platform, 
shis-shidulders hunched up, looking embarrassed and 
half. ashamed. *-But-the moment he was on his feet 
there was no holding back in whatever he might have 
to say. - His first words were a hearty expression of his 
thanks to the ministers and churches of Philadelphia 
for what they-had-done in making this campaign pos- 
sible. A voice: broke out in a burst of enthusiasm 
from*the audience. *:-«‘ Two can't talk at once, boss,’’ 
said ‘Billy ; a wave of-laughter confirmed the verdict, 

“ Rapidly. he made the announcements for the day's 
program. ‘Preaching services every aftefnoon and 
evening. this week except Monday. . No meetings on 
Monday. Monday's wash. day, and the men are so 


» busy with the wash they can’t come.”’ 


Then he introduced his entire party of co-workers 
by name. « Speaking of ‘‘ Fred*' Siebert, ex-cowboy, 





Eden because they 
not the fruit that God cared about ; 
more fruit. It was the principle: 
w to man or man should bow to 
: and God never yanked his cap off to anybody, 
Don't you forget that.”’ 
. That was not itreverent. {It was said in an intensity of 
passionate loyalty to God. It may not sound so as you 
tead-it. -.You have ao doubt about it as you hear it from 
eee AE ae. 
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By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 





who is the caretaker of Sunday’s tabernacles, the evan- 
gelist assured the audience that the stoves would be 
well cared for. ‘‘No matter how cold it is, it will 
always be warm here; come from home and get 
warm.’’ They will. His list of introductions ended 
as he rested his hand on Mrs. Sunday's shoulder and 
said simply, ‘*This is Ma."’ 

Billy Sunday has the figure of an Indian scout, or a 
college athlete, or a professional boxer. His back is 
as straight as an arrow. His legs are slender, straight, 
like steel springs in their action. His entire dress is 
faultiess ; the violence and perspiration of every ser- 
mon-delivery call for a freshly pressed suit each time. 
His linen is spotless ; his whole appearance is that of 
a gentleman so well dressed that his clothes attract no 
attention save when one looks to see and is satistied. 

His very dark hair, without a trace of gray, is 
closely cropped, —with baldness beginning to show on 
the crown of the head. The lines of the face show 
something of the tremendous drain that is made upon 
the man all the time. It is a face of indomitable 
purpose. The jaw has a bulldog set; the mouth is 
firm and wide. But what a wonderful smile breaks 
up the lines of that face, showing faultless white 
teeth, and fairly irradiating the whole tabernacle with 
its happiness, magnetism, and irresistible winsome- 
ness! When Billy Sunday smiles or laughs, the last 
vestige of opposition—if you had any—melts. 





Quoting those who say, “ We ought not to 
mention God in the constitution of a land where 
some men do not believe in God,” Sunday 
thundered out in passionate invective: “ All 
decent men believe in God. If you don’t be- 
lieve in God,—go, go, GO! You're in the wrong 
country!” 











The time had come for his sermon, With ab- 
ruptness he announced his text: Acts 19 : 2. ‘‘ Have 
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?"’ 

It was an unexpected text for his opening message. 
But, characteristically, it enabled him to plunge im- 
mediately into the deepest things of the message 
which he has come to bring to Philadelphia. .With 
torrential impetuosity he drove into his audience the 
truth of what it means to have the Spirit of God 
dwelling in us, He swept away the idea that the 
Holy Spirit is only an influence. _ Swiftly there ripped 
out of his mouth the indignant assertion, ‘‘The Holy 
Spirit is as much a personality as God, Christ, you, I, 
anything or anybody. - We need to preach ..more 
about the personality of the Holy Spirit."’ He forced 
us right up to the searching fact that ‘* as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God '’ — 
not as many as know the catechism, not as many as 
go to mass, not as many as have been confirmed, not 
as many as have joined the church—a@s many as are 
led by the Spirit of God. 

And that brought him into his terrific arraignment 
of untrue Christians and other church-members. 

Billy Sunday does not try to use what is commonly 
called tact, He says what he believes ; he says what 
most of us know is true ; whether it hurts or not, and 
no matter where it hurts. With an intolerant indif- 
ference of individuals he lays bare the truth, and he 
applies it with caustic directness to the festering sores 
of present-day life in the Church, ‘*An angel. from 
heaven,’’ he rang out, ‘‘could not come down to 
Philadelphia and go with the people that some of the 
church-members run with, and then go back to 
heaven without being fumigated, disinfected. He'd 
have to be regenerated before he could go back."’ 

He showed that the Holy Spirit's work in this 
world is to make God known to men. He showed 
the Spirit's grief over the sins of men. And over 
against this he showed the awful ending of continued, 
persistent sin. The idea of another chance after this 
life was swept aside. Hell was dealt with as a reality. 
‘* You don’t believe in a hell? Well, you won't be 
there five minutes until you believe in it.'' That 
argument is difficult to answer. 

The falsity of a much-used phrase of to-day was 
punctured as the preacher cried out : ‘I don’t believe 
in the universal Fatherhood of God and brotherhood 
of man. It's an infernal lie. If you haven't accepted 
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Jesus Christ you're a child of the Devil.’’ Then he 
explained, ‘* We're all brothers because we're all 
born of one blood ; but I'm speaking of spiritual 
things." ; 

The difference between organization in the church 
and spiritual power in the church was blazed out as 
he ejaculated ‘Organization? You haven't enough 
oil to grease one axle of God's chariot.’ And the 
practical results of the Holy Spirit in a man’s life 
were shown in street language as he reminded us that 
«* Samson with the Spirit of God could stand and defy 
a whole nation till they got cold feet when they heard 
his name mentioned.'’ (It was shortly after this that 
Billy Sunday said, with a grin, ‘‘—se when I came 
to Philadelphia to preach I cut out all the slang from 
my sermons !’’) ; 

It sunk in deep when he declared that church-mem.- 
bers are not living in such a way that the Holy Spirit 
can use them to convict the world of sin. The man 
outside doesn't say to the average church-member, 
** I need what you’ ve got,’’ but, ‘If that’s religion, I'll 
take to the woods."’ 

He told the unforgettable story of the blasting of 
Hell Gate at New York. After the tons of powder 
and other explosives had been placed, General New- 
ton, the engineer in charge of it all, sat in his home 
on Brooklyn Heights and told his little two-year-old 
child, ‘* When I tell you, press that little black but- 
ton.’’ And when the signal came to the engineer over 
the telephone, he spoke to the child, she pressed the 
little button, and two miles away an explosion’s roar 
told that Hell Gate had been cleared. ‘‘ Helpless- 
ness itself was that little child; but backed by the 
genius and power of her illustrious father, she was all- 
powerful. Helpless are we without the Holy Ghost, 
but with him we are all-powerful, and nothing in all 
hell can stop us."’ 

Over against his stern, unsparing arraignment of 
untrue Christians, the evangelist devoted himself later 
in the day to a fiery, superb defense of the church of 
Jesus Christ as the greatest blessing on earth to-day. 
‘¢I'd have more respect for a man,’’ he said, ‘‘ who 
went down to Independence Halland publicly declared 
the defects of his mother, than for the man who criti- 
cises the church of Jesus Christ.’’ ‘ ‘There are hypo- 
crites in the church,’ says someone? Yes, and in the 
lodge, and at home. Don’t hunt through the church 
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for a hypocrite. Go home and look in the glass. 
‘Hypocrites in the church’? Yes, and see that you 
make the number one less."’ . ‘ 


**I don’t fight the church,”’ he cried out eagerly in 


a later sermon. ‘‘I fight the séms of the church. I'd 
die for the church any minute.’’ 

And again: ‘The best people on earth are in the 
church, though not all the people in the church are 
the best.’’ 

Billy Sunday's delivery is terrific. His platform 
message is a machine-gun fusillade of verbal bullets. 
He talks with a rapidity that I have never heard 
equaled or teomecanod by any other public speaker. 
His vocabulary is tremendous. His physical activity 
on the platform is widely known: every atom of 
strength in his being seems to drive him to every pos- 
sible form of effort in expressing clearly, convincingly, 
incontrovertibly, the burning truths that he pours into 
his hearers. One newspaper characterized his work 
well when it said ‘* Billy Sunday started his fourth 
assault on Philadelphia to-day with a bound and roar 
after a day of rest.’’ 

The galvanic intensity of the man seems to make 
his almost inconceivable rapidity of speech necessary, 
His sermon is a cloudburst of words,—-yet not words 
only : the words tumble over each other in their un- 
controllable eagerness to express burning, eternal 
issues, But—though you may miss a word here and 
there—he never talks too fast to be understood. You 
know what he's driving at. It is an avalanche, a 
torrent of truth, 

When he wants to destroy some work of the Devil, 
one of his strings of epithets is the most cataclysmic 
in vocabulary and explosivé power that we are’ likely 
to hear in this generation. He is storm-swept ; but 
‘‘not as one that beateth the air.’’ 

One who watches him comes to the conclusion that 
his catapultic discharge of words, his multitudinous 
and irrepressible slang, his dynamic physical energy, 
his invective, his denunciation, his sometimes con- 
temptuous, intolerant accusation, his fiery, flaming 
diatribes, are simply expressions of the inner, loving 
passion for God and for men which is burning this 
man up as, without stint or sparing of himself, he lets 
God use him to the uttermost while there is any life 
left in his body. ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Does Europe's War mark 
4 the End of this Age ? 
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What Shall Be the End of These Things? 


By Arno C. Gaebelein "4“*% 21 Suz Hove 
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** What, then, is the new Christianity which these terrible times we are living in cry out for in the 
midst of tears and heart-breaking sorrows?" asks a famous Unitarian, who counts the great war a 
proof of the failure of evangelical Christianity. Mr. Geebelein, Editor of Our Hope and author of 
a number of cagerly-read books on prophecy and Bible study, gives an answer from the sure word 
of prophecy. Mr. Gaebelein’s latest book, “ Current Events in the Light of the Bible,” will be re- 
viewed in next week's issue of the Times, which will be a special Bible Study Number, as ed 


-” HEN said I, O my lord, what shall be the end 
of these things?’ (Dan, 12:8.) The great 
prophet, after the visions of rising and falling 

empires, of wars and tribulations, had passed before 

his eyes, was deeply moved and perplexed. And he 
asked the question, ‘* What shall be the end of these 
things?"’ The same question, because of the awful 

European conflagration, exercises to-day the minds of 

all true Christians, Many have believed, and still 

believe, that our age is constantly improving and 
making for righteousness and peace. Often the 
hopeful signs of the times were pointed out as herald- 
ing the establishment of universal peace and the near 
approach of the Millennium, Ali at once these ex- 
pectations have vanished, and we face instead the 
most horrible situation this age has ever known, The 
nations we used to call ‘Christian nations'’ have 
suddenly been plunged into a condition which beg- 
gars description, ‘* We looked for peace, but no good 
came ; and for a time of healing, and behold dis- 

may !"" (Jer, 8 : 15.) 

What Our Lord Predicts.—But does the Word of 
Ged authorize. us to expect that this present age, with 
Satan as ruler and god (2 Cor. 4: 4; Eph. 6 : 12), 

- would increase in righteousness and end with the tri- 
umph of the gospel, so that nations learn war no 
more? What did our Lord predict about our age and 
rts end? ‘*And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of 
wars ; see that ye be not troubled, for these things 
must come to pass ; but the end is not yet. For na- 





on page 43. Bible study becomes increasingly fascinating in these days of God’s great providences 
with the nations. And prophecy, He has told us, is “ a light shining in a dark place.” 


tion shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom "’ (Matt. 24 : 6, 7). Then he spoke of the 
very end of it all, a great tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the world (v. 21). 

The End as Revealed in Danie/d.—In the Book of 
Daniel the end of the present age and what will follow 
is revealed in a most interesting and comprehensive 
way. The visions of Daniel, the man greatly be- 
loved, the captive in Babylon, and the visions of 
John, the beloved disciple, the captive in Patmos, 
shed the most light on the future. Nebuchadnezzar’s 
prophetic pream (Dan. 2) reveals the four great world- 
empires during the times of the Gentiles, These em- 
pires (Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Graco-Macedonia, 
and Rome) are represented by the different parts and 
metals of the great man-image. The ten toes of the 
feet, part of iron and part of clay, reveal the final 
division of that part of Europe and adjacent territory 
which composed the Roman Empire.. That. empire 
must be revived before this final .division comes. 
Then the king saw a stone falling from above, which 
smote the image at the feet. The whole image was 
destroyed. Every part of it passed away. The stone 
which dealt the terrific blow became a mountain, 
filling the whole earth.. That Stone.is the. Lord Jesus 
Christin his Second Coming (Matt. 21: 44). He 
will close the present age with .a great judgment blow, 
after which his kingdom. of righteousness, peace, and 
glory will be established on the earth. 


from sea to sea (Dan, 2 : 44; Isa. 2: 1-4; Psa. 72). 


He shall rule 


> JANUARY 16, 1915 


The Larger Vision.—The Prophet Daniel had a 
larger vision of all this. He saw the same world-em- 
pires as beasts rismg from the sea (Dan, 7).. The 
national emblems of the warring countries bear wit- 
ness to this vision and to the character these once- 
called «‘Christian nations’’ exhibit. The lion, the 
bear, the eagle and even a double-headed eagle are 
represented there, The fourth beast that Daniel saw, 
the iron-kingdom, the Roman Empire, had ten horns, 
and between these ten horns there arose a little horn, 
speaking words of blasphemy. The ten horns have 
the same meaning as the ten toes, The little horn is 
that coming political head of the revived Roman Em- 
pire, a person mentioned in different parts of the 
Prophetic Word (see Rev. 13: 1-10). He will be 
Satan’s man, his masterpiece, and do the awful work 
during the great tribulation, ‘Then Daniel saw an- 
other vision in connection with the work of this little 
horn, It is a judgment scene, The nations are 
judged and their dominion is taken away. One comes 
like a Son of man in the clouds of heaven and receives 
from God a world-wide kingdom ; all peoples, and 
nations serve that King, who comes after the domin- 
ion of the earthly nations has been destroyed. This 
Son of man is our Lord, . Thus has God written the 
end of this age and what comes after it, And we 
have almost forgotten it. t 
’ May this War Mark the End of the Age ?—Many 
voices aré heard in these days trying to explain what 
happens in Europe and predicting thé outcome, We 
can interpret prophecy, but must be careful about 
prophesying. He who sitteth in the heavens alone 
knows what will be the immediate outcome of it all. 
However, in the light of what is written we may con- 
fidently say that the present war does not yet mark 
the predicted end. 

* 1. The Roman Empire has not’ yet béen revived ; 
the confederacy of European nations ‘has not yet 
come, ‘ . 


2. The ten kingdoms, forming with republics (rep- 


resented by the clay) that empire, are not now in ex- 
istence. 

3. Because they aré not in existence, that ‘little 
horn "’ of Daniel's vision is absent. 

4. Prophecy shows that in the end.of the age the 
‘Jewish people, their land and their ‘city, are mostly 
involved, | The cénter of the ‘great tribulation-is' Jéru- 
§alem. The nations will fight ultirhately against 
Israel. Armageddon is in’ Palestine. It'is true the 
Jews have made their preparations for re-establishing 
themselves in the land, but Zionism has not been up 
to now successful. Therefore the real end of the age 
is not yet here. 

5. But the strongest reason is found in the fact that 
the true church is still on the earth. The blessed 
hope of the church is to be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air and to be with him (1 Thess, 4 : 13- 
18). This blessed event will take place before the 
predicted end begins with the revived Roman Empire, 
the appearance of the little horn and the great tribu- 
lation, (See Rev. 3:10; 4:1, 2; 2 Thess,.2 :1-12 ; 
1 Thess. 1: 9, 10). 

The Possible Outcome.—There is no doubt that this 
great war will result in a changed map of Europe. 
Thrones may fall and others may be established. It 
looks therefore as if this war may lead up to the very 
conditions which must exist to make. the revival of 
the Roman Empire possible, For. the last five years 
one has heard much of the coming European Confed- 
eracy of nations. This may be the outcome of the 
present war, which is not by any means the last war. 

God's Call to His People.—God speaks loudly in 
all these solemn events to his people. His Word 
stands vindicated, Present-day. events verify what 
the Spirit of God has pre-written in the Bible. Let 
us therefore turn to the Word of God as never before, 
May all his children be led to take up the study of 
prophecy, which Peter characterizes as ‘‘the lamp 
which shineth in a dark place.’’ God calls us in 
these closing days to walk with him as Enoch did, 
The midnight cry, ‘‘ Behold, the bridegroom ! Come 
ye forth to meet him,’’ sounds once more loudly 
into our ears. Who knows-how soon he may come, 
and we may see him as he is! God calls us to arise 
and to trim our lamps. He calls us to separation 
from the world, which ere long will have to face 
the wrath of the Lamb. We are confident that the 
Spirit of God is pressing home to all his people a 
greater self-surrender in lifeand walk, Yea, his power is 
with us so that we can lead that life of joy and vic- 
tory into which the grace of God has called us. 
Greater service for him, greater spiritual blessings 
must follow., Oh, for a daily waiting for him who 
will surely come and. not tarry. Even so, Come, 
Lord Jesus, 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 31 (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25). 
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And what may happen in Philadelphia to 
. the liquor interests that hate this man 





FTER Mr. Sunday has been in town about one 


month he preaches his famous sermon on 
** Booze."’ His hearers have noted in practi- 
cally every preceding sermon that he misses no oppor- 


tunity te smite the curse. But on this particular | 


Sunday afternoon he devotes his attention exclusively 
to it. It is an epoch-making event in the lives of 
thousands of men. 

The evangelist is intensely dramatic, Possibly he 


will have back of him on the platform a row of boys. . 


John Barleycorn is reaching to get them. Sunday is 
their champion and is fighting a mighty battle in their 
defense. At one moment he is facing the enemy, 
pouring out upon him the most scathing denunciation 
that men ever heard from the lips of man. He re- 
cites the catalogue of crimes of which the foe is guilty. 
He defies Barleycorn to defend himself. As the 
battle waxes warm, he may throw off his coat. He 
follows the cowardly destroyer over the stage, thump- 


ing him with his fists and trying to drive a bayonet - 


to his foul heart, 

The scene is simply indescribable, and no man who 
witnesses, it will ever forget it. 

What of its immediate effect on the gazing crowd 

of fifteen thousand men? One moment they are as 
still as in death, The next they are on their feet, 
wildly cheering the Christian warrior as he enacts a 
great battle scene before their eyes. Hundreds hit 
the trail at the close, But this represents but a por- 
tion of the hearts that have been veritable battlefields. 
The anti-liquor man goes out to fight with new zeal 
and courage. Thousands of men who have. been 
indifferent or friendly to Barleycorn break with him 
in that hour and leave the tabernacle as new recruits 
in the anti-liquor army. 
_ OF the great multitudes that crowd down the trail 
during one of these campaigns, there is always a large 
percentage of men who have been drinkers. It is un- 
deniable that some of them do fall back soon into 
their old habits. But hundreds, and in many of his 
meetings thousands, of such men are so soundly cqn- 
verted that they never again touch liquor. 


Trail-Hitters as Temperance Warriors 

‘ The transformation of drinking-men into Christian 
workers is one of the most common of all the results 
of the Sunday meetings. Among thousands of in- 
stances that might be cited, here ‘is just one that the 
writer received recently from a friend in Johnstown. 
There was one section of that city where no cottage 
prayer-meeting could be held because no one was suf- 
ficiently interested to take charge of it. To-day in that 
very same locality there is a flourishing Bible ¢lass, 
and its efficient teacher is a man who was redeemed 
from strong drink under the influence of Sunday's 
preaching. 

A few months after the campaign in Johnstown the 
writer fell into conversation with one of its most promi- 
nent business men, who has in his employ about half a 
hundred men, He is not a member of any church 
and did not hit the trail. But he made the declara- 
tion that from a business standpoint, Billy Sunday 
was the best proposition that ever struck Johnstown, 
Some of his own employees, who had been accus- 
tomed to drinking and to Sabbath breaking, had been 
converted, and he noticed the decided difference in 
their efficiency. 

License was one of the big issues in New Castle, 
Pa., when Judge Porter was elected in 1904. He was 
an ardent friend of the temperance cause and had 
abolished many saloons, but he had the conviction 
that under his oath of office he could not refuse license 
where there was a strong demand for it, and where 
there was no evidence of violation of the law. Hence 
the efforts to put New Castle dry had been unavailing. 

Mr. Sunday conducted a flaming campaign in New 
Castle in October, 1910. Among his converts were 
hundreds of young men under age. After the meet- 
ings closed the Lawrence County Anti-Saloon League, 
under the leadership of its chairman, the Rev. J. 
Elmer Campbell, initiated a county-wide remonstrance 
fight. It was found during the prosecution of this 
work that practically every saloon in the city as well 
as the brewery had been guilty of selling to mjnors 
and on Sunday. This information leaked out through 
the fact that large numbers of these former buyers had 
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as Done-to Booze 


By the Rev. Harry M. Chalfant "Sinmun" 





. “ There are no results whatever left from the campaign 
that Billy Sunday conducted in the town of J—— some 
time ago,"’ said a minister of the gospel recently to Mr. 
Chalfant. He was a pastor in that town, and had not 
been in sympathy with the revival campaign. 

When Mr. Chalfant returned from his visit to Congress 
on that memorable day when the Prohibition Amendment 
was being debated, he told an associate that one of the 
strongest and most effective speeches made during the 
ten hour debate was delivered by a Representative from 
Missouri, a young man under forty. When Mr. Chalfant 
mentioned the name of this congressman, his associate 
asked him: 

** Did you know that a few years ago that young man 
was a whiskey politician, and that his life has been trans- 
formed since he hit the trail in one of Billy Sunday's 
meetings during a campaign in the town of J——? After 
his conversion one of the anti-saloon leaders visited him, 
and prevailed upon him to run for Congress on a temper- 
ance platform.”’ : 

There were some results from the Billy Sunday cam- 
paign in J——, and they touched the liquor men. 


In this article Mr, Chalfant gives a glimpse of the in- 
fluence of this giant of the temperance cause—an influence 
that has reached into legislative halls, and that is an in- 
creasing factor of untold power in the conflict that will 
finally end with a banishment of liquor from free America 
as thorough as the reported ban on the curse in despotic 
Russia. 








been converted under the preaching of Mr. Sunday. 
When subpoenaed and brought into license court they 
frankly confessed their sins as well as the sins of the 
saloonkeepers who sold to them. 

Judge Porter found that all the saloonkeepers and 
brewers had been guilty of grossly violating the law, 
and on this ground all were refused licenses ; nor has 
he granted any to this day. 

To make a_ state or a nation dry requires votes, 
Votes cannot be secured until sentiment is ripe. It 
is by the creation of dry sentiment that the evangelist 
renders extraordinary service to his country. 

In the recent struggle for prohibition in Ohio, more 
than five hundred thousand dry votes were secured. 
Mr. Sunday has conducted many extensive campaigns 
in that state. And it is perhaps the most thoroughly 
organized state in the Union from the Anti-Saloon 
League standpoint. Wayne B. Wheeler, Superintend- 
ent of the League, recently said : 


Billy Sunday attacks the liquor business in the most ag- 
gressive, bold, and definite manner of any man I have heard 
in years. Many people are aroused to action only when a 
speaker hits an evil hard, then jumps on it and literally 
pulverizes it with argument and invective and impassioned 
oratory. Billy Sunday makes the people feel that the 
liquor traffic is the worst crime of our civilization. Some 





shrieks and prayers have come. Such weapons as were 
at command we have emplo as best we knew, and 
every corner of the land has heard our earnest dowdy-do. 
We gain a little every year, small triumphs follow every 
slump ; a village there, a county here, cuts out the booze 
and hits the pump. But, oh, it is a weary task, this toil- 
ing onward stage by stage, while Barleycorn, with jug 

still poisons Youth and murders Age! But in this 
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of them may cool off, but many stick, and they furnish 
good fighters in the ranks of any organization that is mak- 
ing an effective and aggressive yt against the saloon. 


On November 3, 1914, Colorado voted dry by a 
majority of 11,000, Two years ago the same state 
voted wet by a majority of 40,000. Chief among the 
elements that entered into this campaign was doubt- 
less the wellnigh perfect organization of the Anti- 
Saloon League, reaching to every voting district in the 
state, together with the hearty co-operation of all other 
anti-liquor agencies. 

Then came Billy Sunday, arriving in the state at 
the psychological moment, In June he conducted a 
campaign at Colorado Springs in El Paso County, 
where the wet majority two years ago was 2,700. The 
dry majority last year was 4,000, For six weeks pre- 
vious to the election Sunday stirred up Denver. ‘The 
dry vote there was increased from 11,000 two years 
ago to 29,000 last year. 

No one would for a moment attribute all this in- 
crease to Mr. Sunday. As a matter of fact the wet 
majority of two years ago was reduced in every county 
of the state, There were other sections that did not 
come under his influence, like Weld County, for in- 
stance, where a dry majority of 450 two years ago was 
increased to a dry majority of 3,600 last year. 

However it is doubtful if the victory could have 
been won without him, and the Rev. A. J. Finch, 
Superintendent of the Anti-Saloon League and the 
leader in this fierce battle, has said concerning Billy 
Sunday, ‘‘I thank the Lord for sending him to Colo- 
rado, and his work against the liquor traffic in this 
state will never be forgotten."’ 

Another town that felt the impact of a Billy Sunday 
campaign on the eve of an important temperance 
decision was Des Moines, Iowa. Billy Sunday ended 
his campaign in that city December 20, and ‘went 
home for a rest in preparation for the greatest cam- 
paign of his career, in Philadelphia. ‘The saloons in 
Des Moines, where most of Iowa's booze-houses are 
located, will all close their doors on February 15. 

Iowa is under prohibition law, but the «* Mulct"’ 
law allows saloons to open in cities where 65 percent 
of the voters petition it, and when the City Councils 
approve. By hook and crook the liquor interests had 
secured the 65 percent several months ago, and were 
awaiting the approval of Council. After the Billy 
Sunday Campaign swept the city, the lawmakers, 
many of whom had been influenced by the revival 
movement, said ‘* No’’ to the saloon, and before an- 
other month passes Des Moines will be dry. 


What Booze has Done to Billy 

We have been discussing what Billy Sunday has 
done to booze. It is interesting to note some of the 
things that booze has done to him, and some other 
things that it has tried to do to him, It has vilified 
him beyond measure. It has followed up his meet- 
ings with cunning efforts to*discount him in every 
conceivable way. In succeeding political campaigns 
it has poured out money in incalculable quantities to 
elect whiskey candidates to important offices; and in 
this it has too often succeeded. 

In the recent election all local option candidates in 
the cities of Johnstown, Wilkes-Barre, and Scranton 
were defeated, Now this does not mean that there is 
less sentiment in these cities than there was two years 
ago. There is vastly more. But it does mean that 
the allied liquor interests made a special effort to dis- 
credit Sunday by preventing the election of dry legis- 
lators, Their thorough organization, their untiring 
zeal, their enormous expenditure of money, explain 
in part this result. It is further accounted: for by 
over-confidence on the part of the temperance people 
in some cases, and in other cases by lack of: efficient 
organization and -hearty co-operation of all the ene- 
mies of the saloon. Be it remembered also that all 
these cities are liquor strongholds. Every saloon- 
keeper is a captain in politics, and the men in that 
business organize and swing their forces with amazing 
skill on election day. 

Booze has tried to do some things to Mr. Sunday 
that have not succeeded so well. It tried to keep 
him out of Johnstown. It succeeded for many 
months, but only increased the determination of the 
Christian people te bring him there. 
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The only available site for a tabernacle was a piece 
of ground at ‘‘ The Point’’ that was under control of 
the city council, This body had a majority who could 
be influenced by the liquor interésts, Every time a 
vote was taken on the question of allowing the use of 
‘The Point’’ for the Sunday tabernacle a majority 
voted against it. The writer happened to be present 
in Johnstown on a day when fifteen hundred citizens 
came together, Pe the largest theater of the city, 
and held an indignation meeting. Prominent lawyers, 
business men, and ministers did not hesitate publicly 
to-denounce their councilmen. The question became 
an issue in a councilmanic election, and the Chris- 
tian forces won out. The liquor dealers had delayed 
the coming of Billy Sunday for many months, but 
evidently not to the detriment of his work. | 

When the Allegheny County Liquor Dealers’ As- 
sociation discovered that McKeesport was negotiating 
with the evangelist, that body secretly optioned every 
vacant, piece, of ground that it thought might be 
available for the tabernacle. But it was not wise in 
its guess as to what site was considered desirable. And 
the Sunday Commnittee' s choice of location was secured 
before the saloon crowd could get to it. 

In this same city of McKeesport a delegation was 
sent to a bank cashier insisting that he resign from 
the Sunday Committee on the penalty of losing his 
job, He refused their demand, whereupon they 
tried unsuccessfully to induce the banker to discharge 
him, In the same city they declared a boycott on 
J. Denny O' Neil because of his activity in the Sun- 
day campaigns, Mr. O'Neil has said in public ad- 
dresses that the boycott, while it lasted, was worth 
two hundred dollars a day to his business, The pres- 
ident of the Allegheny County Liquor Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation in person called on Mr, O' Neil and threatened 
his defeat for re-election as county commissioner in 
1911. In spite of that threat Mr, O'Neil was tri- 
umphantly re-elected by the biggest majority he ever 
received, . 

When arrangements were being made for the meet- 
ings in Erie, the treasurer of the Sunday committee, 
who was a prominent merchant, was visited by repre- 


‘THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES: 


sentatives of the liquor dealers, and -informed that-a 
boycott would be declared against his business if he 
did not resign. The merchant .allowed the facts to 
become known, and the boycott was never carried out. 

Mr. Sunday is now in Philadelphia. It was unfor- 
tunate that previous to his coming some prominent 
and enthusiastic churchmen gave expression through 
the public press and on the platform to extravagant 
and unwarranted claims as to what. Philadelphia 
might expect of him during his labors here. Such 


predictions were not only unfair to Mr. Sunday, but 


may produce disappointment in many hearts. hen 
his work has been completed, there will be thousands 
of glad homes because of men redeemed from the 
curse of drink. Undoubtedly some saloons will find 
an appreciable falling off in business, It is altogether 
possible that some of the forty-nine Philadelphia law- 
makers and other prominent politicians may be con- 
verted, and that some effect may thereby be pro- 
duced on county option legislation at Harrisburg. It 
is highly probable that bartenders and even liquor 
dealers may be among the converts. Such was the 
case in Pittsburgh. 

But to expect that any large percentage of Phila- 
delphia saloons will dry up for lack of business is out 
of reason and contrary to the experience of smaller 
places. To expect that he will be able to sway the 
Pennsylvania Legislature and be instrumental in en- 
acting early temperance laws is not to be looked for. 

Let us remember that the political and civic effects 
of the evangelist’s work have been most notable where 
there has already existed effective anti-liquor organ- 
izations. This is not the case in Philadelphia. Only 
a small percentage of the churches are in any sort of 
shape to go into a battle against John Barleycorn. 
Theoretically they are against the saloon, but they 
have had little experience in pouring out their money 
and their lives and suffering the consequences of real 
war against the liquor business. Many of the strong- 
est churches keep out of their pulpits men who have 
been selected by the federated religious bodies of the 
nation to carry on the war for nation-wide prohibition. 

(Continued on page 48) 





Who. Was the: Angel in the Fire? “ 


The meaning of the ** wonderful’ name and acts of The Angel of Jehovah 





HE Christian faith is a religion of mystery. And 
most unsearchable of all its mysteries is that of 
the Person of God. God, the eternal, immortal, 

invisible One, dwells ‘‘in light unapproachable ; whom 
no man hath seen, nor can see:’’ Yet God talked with 
Moses face to face, The father of Samson, when he 
knew that the angel of Jehovah had talked with him 
and his wife, said, ‘* We shall surely die, because we 
have seen God,'’ Gideon also saw the angel of Jeho- 
vah, and cried out, ‘‘Alas, O Lord Jehovah ! foras- 
much as I have seen the angel of Jehovah face to 
face.’ In reassuring him ‘‘ Jehovah said uato him, 
Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.’’ 
Who is this angel of Jehovah whose name is called 
Secret, or ‘‘ Wonderful’’ ? We are reminded of him 
whose name shall be called ** Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."’ 
Is the Jehovah of the Old Testament then Jesus, the 
Saviour of the New Testament revelation—God mani- 
fest in the flesh? When the Jews look on him 
whom they pierced, the overwhelming revelation that 
will come to them is that Jehovah whom they ignor- 
antly worship is the Jesus of Nazareth whom they 
slew. A great Bible student once solemnly declared, 
‘«T never expect to see God the Father.’ He be- 
heved it probable that from all eternity to all eternity 
God is manifest to men and angels only through 
Christ—Him who is the image of the invisible God. 


Was Jesus Jehovah? 

This great truth of the pre-incarnate Christ is sug- 
gested in a letter to the Editor that has peculiar ap- 
propriateness ~in connection with the study of the 
angel of Jehovah in the current Sunday-school lessons. 
The letter, which was from a thoughtful Sunday-school 
teacher and ruling elder, is in part.as follows : 


Dr, Charles Hodge, in his commentary on 1 Corinthians 
(chap. 10: 4), shows that Jehovah of the Old Testament 
is our Saviour, the second person of the Trinity, the pre- 
incarnate Son of God, whose special office it was to reveal 
the Godhead, ‘* No man hath seen God [the Father] at 
any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of 


the Father, he hath declared him,’’ The theophanies (in 
which the Son temporarily assumes a bodily form to con- 
vegse with men) are the most characteristic and striking fea- 
tures of the Old Testament. 

When I was a boy fourteen years of age, keenly alive to 
the apprehension of divine truth, I should have been glad 
if some of my teachers had told me this. I think the 
reason they did not tell me was because they did not know. 


Dr. John D. Davis in his Dictionary of the Bible 
gathers together in a-brief statement some of the 
Scripture references to the angel of Jehovah, and in- 
dicates their significance : 

‘* While any angel sent to execute the commands 
of God might be called the angel of the Lord (2 Sam. 
24:16; 1 Kings 19:5, 7), yet mention is made of 
an angel, and under the circumstances one is justified 
in always thinking of the same angel, who is distin- 
guished from Jehovah, and yet is identified with him 
(Gen. 16: 10,13; 18: 2-4, 13, 14, 333 22:11, 12, 
15, 16; 31: 11, 13; Exod, 3: 2, 4; Josh. 5 : 13-15; 
6:2; Zech. 1: 10-13; 3: 1, 2), who revealed the face 
of God (Gen. 32 : 30), in whom was Jehovah's name 
(Exod, 23: 21), and whose presence was equivalent 
to Jehovah's presence (Exod. 32 : 34; 33: 14; Isa. 
63:9). The angel of the Lord thus appears as a 
manifestation of Jehovah himself, one with Jehovah 
and yet different from him,"’ 

What. is the message to Christians in these Old 
Testament manifestations of God? The deep mean- 
ing and the marvelous message of that experience of 
‘*wonder"’ that Manoah and his wife: had is power- 
fully set forth by D. M. Panton, of England, one who 
has made rich studies in the Old Testament types. 
The remainder of this article is reprinted from Volume 
I of Mr. Panton’s articles in ‘‘ ‘The Vanguard’ Re- 
prints,’’ which are issued by The Vanguard Printing 
Works, Farnborough, Hants, England, 


On every high hill in the Old ‘Testament a telescope 
is planted: from every ancient mount of God:we-catch 
sight of Calvary. Se here in Judges rg : 15-23. 

Who is the angel of Jehovah? A Divine Person 


| the fire. 


" perishes between, 
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(See-Gen. 48 : 16; Exod; 23 : 20; Judg. 2: 1). “* The 
angel of Jehovah appeared unto [Moses] in a flame 


of fire out of the midst of a bush; .. . [and] said, 7 


am the God of thy father, the God of Ab m, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid 
his face; for he was afraid to ook upon God"’ (Exod. 
3:2, 6) So when Jacob had wrestled with the 
Angel, he found he had prevailed with God. So 
here; ‘¢Then Manoah knew that he was the angel of 
Jehovah [and said], We shall surely die, because we 
have seen God’ (Judg. 13 : 21). 

Still we ask, with Manoah, ‘* What is thy name ?"’ 
Who is the Divine Being that revealed God to the 
Patriarchs; the Angel of the Covenant, the Angel. of 
the Presence, the Jehovah-Angel, the Man that 
wrestled, the Man that was the Lord? An apostle 
answers. ‘‘No man hath seen God a/ any time ; the 
only begotten Son, whois in the bosom: of the Father, 
he hath declared him'’ (John 1: 18). In the passage 
in Judges also the Angel hints his identity. ‘‘ Where- 
fore askest thou after my name, seeing it is Wonder- 
Jul?’’ Names with are not so much names as 
realities: Wonderful is a title of Christ linked espe- 
cially with the wonder of wonders, the Incarnation, 
‘¢Unto usa child is born,.., and his name shall 
be called Wonderful’ (Isa. 9 : 6). Nor is the Atone- 
ment less a wonder. ‘*The Angel [in the fire] did 
wondrously’’; already our Lord's thoughts and affec- 
tions circle around the place that is called Calvary, 


Why Did the Angel Step into the Fire? 

The action now begins. Manoah offers the Angel 
meat and drink: the Angel bids him make of the kid 
a burnt-offering. The disciples said to Jesus, ‘‘Rabbi, 
eat’’; but he answered: ‘‘ My meat is to do the will 
of him that sent me, and to accomplish his work"’ 
(Jolin 4 : 34): ‘‘sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 
not, but a dody’*—as an incarnate burnt-offering— 
‘«didst thou prepare for me; ... then said I, Lo, I 
am come éo do thy will"’ (Heb. to : 5). 

Then the Angel stept into the fire. Christ re- 
placed all burnt-offerings: He is the Angel in the Fire, 

(1.) The altar was a bare, natural rock, unchiseled 
of man (Exod. 20: 25). No tool but God's shaped 
the mound of Golgotha, ; 

(2.) The Angel stept on to the rock, and then into 
An altar is ‘that which presents to God the 
sin-bearing sacrifieé : its fire is the afiswering' wrath 
revealed froni God against all unrighteousness, ‘The 
altar goes up: the fire comes down : the’ substitute 
Christ stept on to the altar, bear- 
ing sin: he stept into the fire, suffering wrath. 

(3-) The Angel *‘caused a wonder to take place’’ 
(Lange). What was the wonder? That He survived 
the fire. The sacrifice was wrapt in fire ; so was 
Christ. The sacrifice was consumed in the fire: so 
was not Christ. Solitary among all sacrifices, he rose 
out of death whither no fire can follow. Why? Be- 
cause, as fire feeds on fuel, so wrath consumes sin ; 
but here was a Lamb, without spot, .without blemish, 
THE LAMB OF GOD. 

(4.) The Angel remained unknown until the sacri- 
fice had been offered. ‘‘ Thou must offer it unto the 
Lord. For Manoah £xew nol that he was the Angel 
of Jehovah '’ (John 1: 10), Not.until he had passed 
through the fire was Jesus ‘‘ declared to be the Son of 
God with power. . . dy the resurrection of the dead"’ 
(Rom. 1 : 4; Matt. 27:54). ‘‘ The angel of the Lord 
did no more appear unto Manoah or to his wife. 
Then Manoah knew that He was the angel of the 
Lord."’ 

Terror falls upon Manoah, God has been in the 
Fire. ‘All the multitudes, ... when they beheld 
the things that were done, returned. smiting their 
breasts’? (Luke 23 : 48): His murderers, realizing 
whom they had crucified, cry, ‘‘ Brethren, what shall, 
we do?"’ (Acts 2: 37.) Zo see God is, for-a sinner, 
to die: to have slain, with all mankind, the Son of 
God its to die eternally. 

But the sacrifice removes the terror. ‘‘ If Jehovah 
were pleased to kill us, Ae would not have received a . 
burnt-offering.’’ The climax of human sin is also 
the climax of Divine love. The Angel of. the, Lord— 
here is an infinite Sacrifice: the Angel steps on to the 
altar—here is a Bearer of guilt: the Angel enters the 
fire—here is an absorption of wrath: the Angel as- 
cends out of. the flame—behold God's reception of a 
perfect atonement (Heb. 9 : 12), . 

God would never have made Catvary had he 
sought the world’s damnation: that altar is a light- 
ning-rod that has drawn off the wrath from the sinner 
to the Sacrifice. 

What still remains? Our choice between the Angel 
and the Fire. God's wrath must rest on sin: if zz the 
Angel, we are out of the fire ; out of the Angel, we 
must abide zx the fire. 






































LESSON. FOR JAN. 31 (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 









The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 
WO women were coming home from the church 
of which they were members. ‘They were talk- 
ing about: the sermon — had just heard; One 
of them—perhaps both—liked their pastor. tremen- . 
dously. But lhe had said something in. the sermon 
that morning that they did notlike; they were agreed 
as to this. e had said that Christians ought to be 
separate from the world: “different” from people 
who are not Christians. And that’s what they didn’t 
like. ‘hey believed that Christian | ow ought not 
to be “* peculiar,” but ought to mix freely with folks. 
What do youthink about it? You know the phrase 
that is often used powasere>*" There’s a differ- 
ence!" What does it mean 
Ought there to be ‘‘a difference” to-day between 
those who are Christians and those who are not? Js 
there sucha difference, as a rule? Will Christian 
people have more influence, or less, with the oon 
of the world whom they ought to influence toward a 
better life, if they are seen to be ‘‘different”? Will 
the ‘‘differenee ” repel or attract others? Will it be 


a barrier or an invitation? Let the class discuss , 


these questions, 


Our Background Material 
This is the last of our five weeks in the Book of 
Judges. If the members of the older classes have 
read the beok through once each week, take a moment 
_to get expressions of opinion from them as to the 
things that most impress them in their bird's-eye 
view of the beok; jottings from their note-books, if 
they. have made netes. f the seven apostasies or 
declensions reeorded in the book, Dr. ‘I'homas (I, a) 
lists the last four.) If the class has looked_up the 
names, of all the judges mentioned in the book, they 
may verify:them from the following list: 
:&.. Othniel (FJudges:3 :.9). 6. Tola (10.2 I): ):.46 1): 
2, Ehud (3: 15). 5 i (10 : 3). .,. 
3. Shamgar (3 : 31). . Jephthah (11 : 1). 
4- Deborah, Barak (4: 4, 6). 9 Ibzan (12 : 8). 
5. Gideon (6: 11). 10, Elon (12 : 11). 
(Usurper Abimelech not 11, Abdon (12 : 13). 
counted.) 12. Samson (13: 24). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face letters at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
- articles witl help in quickly locating the references. 

A Hebrew woman's heart was broken because she 
had no children,—that was a tragedy in Oriental 
life. Other childless wives of the Bible are mentioned 
by Dr. Thomas (II, wr But this woman, like some 
of the others, was told by an angel of Jehovah that 
things were going to be ‘‘different” now in h 
home. In preparation for the coming child, she her- 
self was to take her own life different from that of 
most people around her, And the boy, when he was 
born, was to be ‘‘different” in-a number of ways. 
As a result of this difference in him, there was to 
be a difference in the nation of Israel: the nation’s 
salvation from the misery of oppression by the Philis- 
tines should be begun through this son. 

That sort of a ‘‘difference” wasn’t so bad, was it? 
We ourselves don’t mind being different from drunk- 
ards, or from cannibals, or from idol-worshiping 
Chinese, or from the devastated Belgians. There 
are lots of persons from whom we are willing to differ. 

This boy Samson was to be a Nazirite. Nazirite 
means ‘‘ separated.”". He was to be separated from 
certain things in order that he might give himself 
more effectively to other things. See the instructions 
for his preparation in Judges 13: 4, 5. His separa- 
tion was to begin with his mother: see what Mr. 
Ridgway (a) has to say on showing parents how to 
train their children ; Dr. Mackie’s (a) Oriental prov- 
erb on heredity ; and Dr. Spilman’s (a) tragic case 
of the effect of drunken parentage upon a child. 

What did it mean to be a Nazirite? Have some 
one read aloud in class Numbers 6: 1-5. Then ex- 
plain to the class that that is only part of it; the in- 
structions for the Nazirite fill most of that chapter. 
See Dr. Thomas (II, b). One might be a Nazirite 
for a limited length of time; Samson was to bea 
Nazirite ‘‘ to the day of his death.” 

Why did Manoah and his wife accept any such ob- 
ligation as this? From whom came. the -orders? 
Who was the angel of Jehovah? Get the views of . 
the class. Call their attention to the light that is 
thrown on the identity of the angel in verses 6, 8-11, 
13, 15, 16-22. Examine these closely. In the light - 
of verse 22, what must our answer be ? Dr. Thomas 
(II, e, f) calls attention to a demonstration of the 


. his hair? Dr. 


. his consecration to God; the hair was the 


<= 


LESSON 5. JANUARY 31. THE BIRTH OF SAMSON 
(Temperance Lesson.) Judges 13 : 8-16, 24, 25. Commit verses 12-14 
Golden Text: Beware, I pray thee, and drink no wine nor strong drink.—Judges 13 : 4 


8 Then Manoah entreated Jehovah, and said, Oh, Lord, I 
pray thee, let the man of God whom thou didst send come again 
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that 
shall be born. 9 And God hearkened-to the voice of Manoah ; 
and the angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat 
in the field : but Manoah her husband was not with her. 10 
And the woman made haste, and ran, and told her husband, 
and said unto him, Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, 
that came unto me the offer day. tr And Manoah arose, 
and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said unto 
him, Art thou the man that spakest unto the woman? And he 
said, 1am. 12 And Manoah said, ! Now let thy words come 
to pass; what shall be the ordering of the child, and Aow shall 
we do unto him? 13 And the angel of Jehovah said unto Ma- 
noah, Of all that I said unto the woman, let her beware. 14 
She may not eat of anything that cometh of the * vine, neither 
let her drink wine or ey J drink, nor eat any unclean thing ; 
all that I commanded her let-her observe. 

1s And Manoah said unto the angel of Jehovah, I pray thee, 
let us detain thee, that we may make ready a kid for thee. 16 


‘And the — of Jehovah said unto Manoah, ‘Though thou 


detain me, I will not eat of thy bread ; and if thou wilt make 
ready a burnt-offering, thou must offer it unto Jehovah. 
Manoah knew not that he was the — of Jehovah.... 
24 And the woman bare a son, and called his name * Sam- 
son: and the child grew, and Jehovah blessed him. 25 And 
the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him in ¢ Mahaneh-Dan, 
between Zorah and Eshtaol. 
1Or, Now when thy words come to pass, what &c. *% Or, grapes 
vine *% Heb. Shimshon. * ‘That is, The camp of Dan. . 
The American Revision copyright, igor by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


For 


> 4 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 
These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 


this issue, indicated by bold-face letters. 


Verse 8.—Who was the “man of God’? ? (Mackie, a.) 
Why did Manoah specially ask what they should do with 
their child? (Thomas, II, c.) Who was ‘the angel of 
God’’? (Thomas, II, d, e, £.) 

Verse 9.—What duties would take a woman to the field? 
(Thomas, II, c.) 

Verse 13.— What is the significance of the phrase, ** Let 
her beware ’’?. (Pilot, Teaching Points; Ridgway, b; 


. Patterson, a; Rogers, b.) 


Verse 14.—Had such vows ever been required before ? 


(Thomas, II,-b-) 


Verse 15.—Is there any record of angels ever partaking 
of food? (Thomas, II, e.) 


Verse 24.—What is the meaning of the word ‘‘Sam- 
son ’’? (Thomas, II, g; Mackie, a.) What is the signifi- 
cance of the words, *‘ Jehovah blessed him’’? (Thomas, 
II, £; Ridgway, c.) 

Verse 25.—How did the Spirit of Jehovah move Samson ? 
(Thomas, II, h.) Where was Mahaneh-dan located? Why 
is it mentioned as the place where the Spirit moved Sam- 
son? (Thomas, IT.) 








identity of the angel, and to an anticipation of the 
Incarnation. 

Read Malachi 3:1, and notice that, according to 
the margin of the Revision, this verse, referring to 
the coming of Christ (both first and second Advents) 
may be read: ‘‘The Lord, whom ye seek, will sud- 
denly come to his temple; even the angel of the 
covenant, whom ye desire, behold, he cometh, saith 
Jehovah of hosts.” 

Be sure to read the article, ‘*‘ Who Was the Angel 
in the Fire?” on page 38 of this issue of ‘The Sunday 
School Times. he appearances of the angel of Je- 
hovah throughout the Old Testament furnish one of 
the most wonderful of the facts revealed to us. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ has been closely in touch with 
men, rs through all this earth’s ages. 

What was the meaning of a Nazirite’s not cutting 
ohn D. Davis, in his Bible Diction- 
ary, says: ‘‘ The long hair was the visible sign of 
lory of 
the head and the product of the body he had devoted 
to God; and the cutting of the hair, which God made 

w, was popularly regarded as rendering the head 
in a measure common oe: Exod, 20: 25; Num. 
19:2; Deut. 15: 19).” hat the long hair had to 
do with Samson’s strength is interestingly discussed 
by Mr. Rogers, in Pucker’s class (b). 

Total abstinence was worth while in those days, as 
it is to-day. An amazingly significant statement of 
men’s views is given, from The Ladies’ Home Jour- 
nal, in the Round-Table (c). But we must not for- 
get that liquor does help a certain line of industry, 
as‘is shown.in the Round-Table (a). There is a 
wealth of fresh, compelling temperance material on 
almost every page in this issue of the Times. 


The Truth That Is Golden 
Every.successful person is a separated person. We 


cannot do certain things successfully without letting 
other things go.. We prove this every day of our 


life, in the school, the kitchen, the household, the 











business office, on the athletic field, in science, 
everywhere. We give up, in order that we may give 
ourselves to, And we give up, in order that we may 
get more than we give up. 

‘** Nazirite”” means consecration as well as. separa- 
tion. And here is the point that so many, even 
Christians, miss: God asks us only to be separated 
from the things that would terribly injure us, in order 
that we may get and keep close to ‘Him who can 
make life safe, easy, delightful for us. 

eo look up some Bible references on this wonder- 
ful subject of separation and consecration. For ex- 
ample, Leviticus 15 : 31: ‘t Separate the children. of 
Israel from their uncleanness, that they die -not.” 
Give out slips of paper in class, with some of: the fol- 
lowing references, to be read aloud when called for : 
Leviticus 20 : 24; 1 Kings8:53; Luke6: 22; Romans 
8 : 35, 38, 39, Those who are separated from the 
world are to be sons and daughters of God, 2 Cor- 
inthians 6:17, 18. ‘Therefore the separated one is-a 
prince; and we find this in Genesis 49 : 26, where the 
words, ‘‘him that was separate from his brethren” 
may, by the margin, be read ‘‘him that is prince 
among his brethren.” 

The separated life, remember, has tremendously 

ractical, concrete results. Samson was to begin to 

reak the power of Israel’s enemy, the Philistines. 
A Nazirite *‘makes good.” He gets results. The 
fellow who has the privilege of going to the Varsity 
training table at college is a separated man. It 
means giving up some things; but it is not looked 
upon as exactly a hardship! He is dedicated, con- 
secrated, to the glory of his college. . 

The purpose of the separated life is, that God may 
useus. The profit of the separated life is, that God 
does use us. 

Oh, that we might be quick to recognize, and 
steadfast to continue in, the glory and joy and power, 
the exhilaration and adventure, the marvelous fruit- 
bearing and experience, of the separated life.: Why 
should any of us stay down on the plain of medioc- 
rity when we may live on the heights of royalty! . 


Teaching Points 

The One who later said, ‘*I came that they may have | 
life, and may have it abundantly ’’ (John 10: 10), says to 
one whose heart was hungry and whose arms were empty 
that she shall have a new life in her home. 


The separated life is the sterilized life : insulated against 
and freed from the deadly germs that cause pain and death. 

Yes, we ought to be ‘‘different’’ from the world; so 
different that the world will want what we have and whiat 
it knows it has not, 

The separated life is a life of generous margins, as the 
editorial on the first two pages of this issue shows : 

**Cut it out’’ is only a slang way of saying, ‘* Be sepa- 
rate,’’ Get rid of the things that injure, hinder, ani de- 
stroy you and your usefulness, 

‘* Beware,’’ the angel’s word, means ‘* Be watchful.’’ 
It takes watchfulness to live the separated life. What is 
the surest way of getting rid of a bad habit? (See Kound- 
Table, b.) 

A possible meaning of Samson’s name (Mackie, a). 


Bulldog Jones’ views on Jack Johnson furnish a good 
temperance lesson (Pucker, a). ° 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why was a Nazirite commanded, not only not to drink 
wine, but not to eat ‘* anything that cometh of the vine’’? 
(Judg. 13 : 14; Num. 6: 3, 4.) 

Other judges completely broke the power, at least for the 
time being, of Israel’s enemies. Why was Samson only to 
** begin to save Israel out ofthe hand of the Philistines ’’ ? 
(Judg. 13 : 5-) 

What two best reasons can you give for total abstinence 
from alcohol as a beverage ? 

Why was the angel unwilling to reveal his name? (see 
Rev. 2: 17.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Ruth Chooses the Taue God (Ruth 1). 


For the teacher to give the class a week ahead#to quicken 
interest inthe coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ own preparation. | ° 


A man and his wife and two sons left-God's land 


and sought safety in the enemy’s country. They 
found safety and sorrow. God testified ‘ against 
them. But God did not abandon them. The story 


of Ruth tells of His unexpected love. 

Read the book of Ruth through at a sitting once each 
day this week, 

Jot down in your note-book new points that come to you 
at each reading. 

What was the great difference between Ruth and Ovpa2 
in their attitude toward Naomi ? 
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Mastering the 
‘By the Rev. Professor 


a¢ OD fulfils himself in many ways.” 
there is a remarkable monotony in the de- 


While 
scription of each successive stage of sin in 
Israel, there is an equally remarkable variety in the 
instruments and methods of deliverance, ‘There is 
something different in the story of each judge, and 
Samson in particular is altogether dissimilar from 
those who preceded him. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Gideon's judgeship represented God's deliverance 
after the fourth declension of Israel (6: 1 to 8: 9a ° 
‘Then followed the fifth declension, with the punish- 
ment and subsequent deliverance under Tola and 

air (8: 33 to10: 5). The sixth was associated with 
ephthah and his successors (10: 6 to 12:15). Sam- 
son is connected with the seventh declension into 
evil, and he is the last judge before Eli. The full 
stery of Samson is found in chapters 13 to 16 inclu- 
sive. (a) 

Time.—Authorities do not agree as to the exact 
time of Samson's birth, because there is a question 
whether he preceded Eli or whether he was a con- 
tem mys The Companion Bible gives 1120 to 1100 
B. Ct as the date, Beecher’s ‘‘ Dated Events” places 
it more than acentury earlier, 

Place.— The incidents connected with Samson’s 
birth are associated with Zorah in the tribe of Dan, 
which seems to have been a border town between 
Dan and Judah. It was a town at first given to 
Judah, but afterward ooqereeny: transferred to Dan 
(Josh, 15:33; 19: 41). It is usually coupled with 

shtaol, as in verse 25. It was situated on the west- 
ern sl of the hills of Judah, and was afterward 
fortified by Rehoboam (2 Chron, 11: 10).. It is 
thought to be represented by the modern Swra§, 
situated on a high ridge overlooking a portion of the 
maritime plain. 

Persons.—The story is concerned with Mapoah, the 
father of Samson; Manoah’s wife (who is not named), 
the Angel of Jehovah, and the child Samson. 


II. The Lesson r 


7he Occasion (v. 1).—The same. phrase is used an. 


in preceding passages describing the relapse of Israel 
into idolatry (2:11; 3:7; 4:1; 6:1}; 10: 6). This 


time the Philistihes ‘were the oppressors, ' They are” / 


mentioned earlier (3: 31; 10: 6, 7, 11), but this is the 
first instance of any detailed. history in connection 
with these people who were thenceforward the most 
prominent foes of Israel until the time of David. 
The dominion began before the birth of Samson (see 
v. 5), and continued duririg Samson's twenty years 
as judge (14: 4; 15:20). ‘This would make the forty 
years harmonize with Samson's life. No cry of Israel 
to God is mentioned here, so that perhaps the divine 
deliverance was a token of God’s grace and mercy, 
as he pitied them in their distress, The period of 
oppression was longer than any preceding one. 
he Revelation (vs. 2-7).—The childlessness of Ma- 
noah and his wife may be compared with the stories of 
Abraham and Sarah (Gen, 17: 19), Hannah (1 Sam. 
1:17), and Elizabeth (Luke 1: 13). Dan could 
hardly have been thought to provide a deliverer be- 
cause of their former cowardice (1 : 34). It was divine 
race that first selected and then fitted the son of 
Manoah. He was to be a Nazirite, separated for 
God's service, and made like the priests (Num. 6: 1 
to 8). Some were Nazirites for a time only (Acts 
1S: 18; a1 : 23 to 26), but he was to be one for life. It 
is also significant that he was only to ‘‘begin” to 
save Israel _ 5). Perhaps this was due to the depth 
into which they had fallen, or else to the knowledge 
beforehand of the imperfection of the coming judge. 
The interview with the angel was at once told to the 
husband by the woman. (b) 

The Confirmation (vs, 8-14). As Manoah did not 
know that the visitor to his wife was an angel of the 
Lord (v. 16), he at once asked God that the visitor 
might come again. The phrase, ‘‘man of God,” is 
the usual designation of a prophet, and sueh the 
woman took him to be. The reference to the woman 
in the field (v. 9) is true to Palestine life, where 
women do outdoor agricultural work. Clearly, both 
parents were godly, and wished to be taught them- 
selves in order to train their son aright. (c) 

It is very significant, in the light of Luke 1: 15, 
that there is an apparent connection between absti- 
nence from wine and being filled with the Holy 
Spirit (see also Eph. 5: 18). The wine is described 
as ‘‘the vine of wine,”—that is, the grape-bearing 
vine, to distinguish it from the wild cucumber vine 
(2 Kings 4: 39). This injunction connected with the 
Nazirites, while strictly applicable to the Jews only, 
is nevertheless symbolical of the need of consecration 
and purity in the service of God; and at the same 
time it is a reminder that for spiritual work the body 
should be pure and strong. (d) 


The Demonstration (vs. 15-20). As in the case of 
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Gideon, Manoah seems to have had some iugenesion 
that their visitor was more than human. The angel 
told Manoah that he was not to dress a kid for food, 
but to offer it for a burnt-offering to the Lord. The 
angel similarly cautioned the Apostle John (Rev, 19: 
10), and so also Peter taught Cornelius (Acts 10 : 25, 
26). ‘The angels who came to Abraham and Lot did 
eat of the bread and meat (Gen, 18 : 6-8 ; 19: 3). 
Manoah naturally desired to know the name of his 
visitor, like Jacob (Gen, 32: 29), and although the 
reply almost gives the information, yet it appears to 
refuse. Hebrews laid great’ stress on names, no 
doubt as expressive of character (Gen. 4 25; 25: 25; 
Isa. 9: 6; Phil. 2: 9, 10). The word ‘‘ wonderful” is 
the same as in Isaiah 9: 6,. Paul on one occasion 
found it either impossible or unlawful to utter what 
he had seen and heard in a heavenly vision (2 Cor. 
12:4). (e) iM 

The Consternation (vs. 21-23). When Manoah 
realized that he had seen an angel of Jehovah, he felt 
sure he would die. The conclusion drawn that in 
seeing the angel they had seen God is striking. It 
suggests what is clear in the Old Testament, that 
the manifestation of the invisible God by an angel 
was an anticipation of the Incarnation fohn 1: 18; 
Acts 12:15; Heb. 1:3). The thought of death as 
the outcome of seeing God was quite — (Judg. 
6: 22,23; Exod. 33 : 20; Gen. 32: 30). But Manoah’s 
wife reasoned in an exactly opposite way, arguing 
that the appearance was a sure proof of s favor. 
The woman's faith was more keen-sighted than the 
man’s fear . ( 

The Realization (vs. 24, 25). There is some doubt 
as to the etymology of the word ‘‘Samson.” Jose- 
phus interprets it to mean ‘‘strong,” but it is com- 
monly understood to mean ‘‘ like the sun.” Beecher 
says it means ‘‘little sun.” The reference to his 
growth instinctively recalls 1 Samuel 2: 21, 26; 3; 
19; Luke 1 : 80; 2: 40. God's blessing on him doubt- 


less refers to his physical, mental, arid mioral training _ 


for the work that he had to do. ( 


As time went oh the et | Jeigval began to :% 
wstir him in ‘connection wit : 


the task that was to be 
undertaken. Wherever else this word, “‘move” 
occurs, it is rendered ‘‘to be troubled” (Gen, 41 ; 8), 
and seems to refer to movements by, fits and starts, 
impelling the young man to action. Probably the 
growing consciousness of the oppression of the people 
bee se: him onwards to attempt something on their 
behalf. He would feel indignant at their subjection, 
and would think and plan for their deliverance. Per- 
haps, too, he had already begun to show something 
of his subsequent great strength (14:6; 15: 14). 
Mahaneh-dan means ‘‘the camp of Dan” (18: 11, 
12), and is thought to be mentioned here as near 
Samson's home, (h) 


Ill, Central Truths 

In the light of the Golden Text (v. 4), we notice 
that God’s instruments must be fitted for their work. 
There is a twofold ‘‘ meetness” associated with the 
Christian life. 

1. First of all, there is meetness of ion: ‘‘Giv- 
ing thanks unto the Father, who made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light” 
(Col. t: 12). This refers to the existing fact of our 
position in Christ. 

2. Then comes fitness of condition: ‘‘A vessel unto 
honor, sanctified, meet for the master’s use”’ (2 Tim. 
2:21). This refers to our actual, spiritual condition. 
Thus, God’s servants are both accepted and accept- 
able. 

In the case of Samson we observe how this fitness 
referred to every part of his being: (1) His body was 
to be pure (vs. 4, 5); @) his mind was to be clear (we 
see this in the sequel); (3) his soul was to be true 
(vs. 24, 25). To the same effect is Paul’s prayer for 
the consecration of our ‘‘spirit, soul, and body” 
(rt Thess. 5 : 23). God can use only instruments 
that are properly fitted for his purpose, ‘' Glorify 
God in your y” (t Cor. 6:20). ‘Present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 


.which is your spiritual service” (Rom. 12:1). So 


that if God is to use us, we must be usable, and for 
this his grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 9: 8). (i) 
IV. Suggestions for Further 

1. The Life of Samson.—This lesson only concerns 
his birth. The entire story is found in the next three 
chapters. His career may thus be analyzed: (1) birth 
and early years (chap. 13); (2) judgeship (chaps. 14 
and 15); (3) fall and recovery (chap. 15). - 

2. Character of Sanson, home ives are very puz- 
zling. They may be almost wholly bad, with a streak 
of good, or they ig gy almost wholly good, with a 
streak of bad. Dr. W. J. Beecher thinks Samson is 

resented as typically ‘‘ the person who will keep fool- 
ing with temptation” (‘* Reasonable \ Biblical. Criti- 
cism,” p. 171, The Sunday School Times Co., $1.50 


» 
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net) He made a good henge with god) 
nts, holy vows, and tual influences (v, 25 

t he had a cloudy and end, He did not live up 
to his early consecration; And yet he is among the 
heroes of faith (Heb. 11: 32), and must, therefore, 
— had more good in him than the record seems to 
imply. 

3. Home Life.—The godliness of Manoah and his 
wife, and their care over their child, are very sug- © 

ve. There is a fine treatment of this-in * The 
eople’s Bible,” by Dr. Joseph Parker (vol. vi, pp. 
96, 168; Funk & Wagnals, $1.50 a volume). 

4. Consecration.—The meaning of consecration is 
always from evil and dedication to God 
2 Cor. 6:17). Separation is the great principle of 

from the very beginning, starting from Abel, - 
Noah, and Abraham. Even the church is named 
Ecclesia, implying calling, separation. This is the 
root-idea of the words ‘‘holy,” “sanctify,” ete. A 
fine and fresh treatment will be found in a new book, 
‘“‘The Study of the English Bible,” by L. M. Sweet, 
Pp. 163-167, 213, 214, Association Press, $1). 
an important word-study. See also Scofield Bible 
note on Genesis 2: 3 and references, 

5. The Spirit of Jéehovah.—The life of Samson 
affords the opportunity of studying the clear dis- 
tinction between the Spirit 7# us and the Spirit on us. 
The first is for life; the second is for service, One is 
a gift for experience ; the other a gift for enduement. 
In the New Testament both are usually combined, 
but there seem to have been special occasions in the 
Old Testament when a man had the Spirit ‘‘on” him 
for unique service without his necessarily: being a 
man of spiritual life and power. In the case of Sam- 
son, he evidently had spiritual life (Heb. 11 : 32), but 
his spiritual condition did not easily and always har- 
monize with it. 


V. ALesson Outline 


1. Occasion (Judg. 2 : 11-15). 

2. Revelation gabe 3 ste 

3. Confirmation (Judg. 6 : 36). 

4. Demonstration (Judg. 6 : 20). 

5. Concentration (Isa. 6 : 5). 

6. ‘Realization (Psa. 145 : 19). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
*. By William: H. Ridgway >. 


vn hi {Mission to the Rich,—Le/ fhe man.of God...” | 
‘phe os what we iat do unto the child that shal? 


be born (v, 8). Eugenics three thousand years ago. 


Where the education should begin. ‘The real pastor 
the man to do it. Yes, Mr. Minister, you have a 
duty to the youtig married folks of your parish to 
teach them ‘‘ what shall be done unto the child that 
Shall be born.” _ Indeed, that was the old-fashioned 
way out in the country-side. Behold the strong men 
of’ to-day (Psa..78:5; Titus 2:4). "I think I have 
before referred to a church that does this very 
thing. The pastes tells me it works splendidly. It 
is a fashionable church in a large commercial city, 
The young people were ‘‘ worldly.” A young minis- 
ter was engaged as an assistant to the pastor. He 
is really a city missionary to the rich. e has parlor 
meetings for the young married people. They con- 
sider the affairs of the children. The rich love their 
children as much as the poor! The young minister 
shows from the Book what God desires for the child 
that shall be born, This is one of life’s great prob- 
lems. Yeang and cultured people are interested in 
the things of life when presented in the terms of 
life—the parlor terms, the street terms, of life. No 
one knows the perils of the champagne cooler any 
better than the society man, and he would rather 
little curly head Jack should escape. So he comes, 
and is interested. (a) 


Here’s to Our Gr —Of allthat I said... 
let her beware (v. 19). Yes, oh, mother of men—Be- 
ware! The pack will be after him, be sure of that. 
‘*Good hunting, good hunting!" is the cry of the 
jungle. And they will get Azm just as they got this 

y Samson, unless you are smart, There is only 
one safe place to keep a boy. Only one (John 18: 9; 

‘Acts 2: 39; Gen. 7: 1). If you sit in the lobby of the 
Onyx-Mahogany and see the ‘ as matrons” 
coming in from the opera or play for the ‘' bird and 
the bottle,” please do not forget that none of the 
world’s successful men have had that sort of 
mother. Neither the president’s mother nor any 
other mother of the big men at Washington did that 
sort of thing. ‘There were ‘‘dead game sports ” and 
‘‘swell hotels” and ‘‘society” when your grand- 
mother and mother were girls. “But the offspring of 
‘thigh rollers” of that day are in the asylums, hos- 
pitals, poorhouses, and graves of this day. Listen 
to this message from Judges and ‘‘ Beware.” Men 
of this day, we can never repay the debt we owe to 
those strictly religious old ancestors of ours who have 
given us our fine bodies and clear heads by the clean 
and godly lives they led. (b) 


The Banker's ‘‘ Sprea 
wine or strong drink (v. 14). 


d.— Neither. let her drink 
Nor smoke cigarettes. 





This is - 


“LESSON. FOR JAN. 31 (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25) 


The other day the wife of a noted: banker gave a 
banquet at the swell hotel. The ne eon head- 
lined the function in big black type for tts avish dis-. 
play, flow of wine, and the cigarette smoking of the 
*“*women of the younger set.” ‘Ain’t that just 
awful! My, my, what are we comin’ to?” exclaimed 
Aunt Sallie.» Praise the Lord !” Icried. ** What!” 
shouted Aunt. Sallie, as she glared at me over her 
spectacles. ‘‘ Why, praise the Lord that we Ameri- 
cans are such good folks that a spree like that is 
‘news.” Yea, verily, in Paris and other places that 
sort of thing is socommonplace that no newspaper 
would take the space to mention it. When great 
bankers’ wives can make Pingo folks drunken and 
young girls cigarette fiends, and nobody notes or 
cares or ests, then shed your tears. The day of 
wrath will have dawned. drunken man is bad 
enough in all conscience. What shall we say of the 
tippling, cigarette woman! No wonder the sons of 
‘such women ate worthless. What hope for the boy 
whose earliest kisses come with a wren 4 e breath, 
and John Barleycorn gets his. first touch through the 
mother? (Lam. §: 7; Ezek. 18 : 2.) 


Good Mothers.—Zie child grew, and Jehovah 
blessed him {v. 4). Blessed as he w because of 
a good mother. That is God’s plan for all children of 


good mothers. Good mothers do not tipple. The 
children of the slums do not grow under the Lord’s 
blessing beeause they do not have good mothers. . 
Paradise specials and homes for neglected children 
reveal stories that melt hearts of stone (Prov. 30 : 11; 
Jer. 7: 18). ‘* Well, Sam, how’s the boy?” ‘ He's 
win’,” replied Sam with a happy smile. Andany 

y that is growing beautifully in men mind, and 
spirit is a blessed boy, and all who love him are also 
essed. Tell me this: can a boy grow beautifully 
in a bar-room atmosphere, Mr. Takeadrink, or in that 
part of it that comes home with you? Here is 
what I am driving at in this temperance lesson: ‘The 
young men who are getting the good places in life 
are not often the children of drunkards. ‘They are 
the boys who have Grown and the Lord blessed 
them. Others have been daddy-blighted, like those 
sulphur dwarfed trees down around the steel works. 
Samson was not a success, save in spots, in spite of 
temperance and blessing. Samson lived about 1200 
B.C. You live A. D. 1915, which makes all the differ 
ence in the world. There are execptions which prove” 
the rule ! (e) 7 


j . 

The Devil.—7 he Spirit of the Lord began to move 
him at times (Auth, Ver.; v.'25). ‘Only’ at times.” 
That is the history. of lots of us. 
spots. But the mechanic who ison ood at times is 
the kind we don't keep. The doctor who isonly good at 
times is the kind we never call in. ‘ God is'‘the only one 
I know who’'keeps an interest in and loves these fitful 
kind of folks. Christians that his Spirit can only 
move at times; What a man Samson might have 
been for his people at this time if the Spirit of the 
Lord could have moved him all the tinié. Samson’s 
failure is the failure of many another splendid fellow. 
When the Spirit of the Lord can not control the 
child of the Lord the Devil would rather jump into 
that heart than any other. And he jumps. That is 
why the deacon robs the bank. And some church 
members lose their hair. The Devil is not onlya 
hungry lion, but he is a vampire to at once move in 
and possess the dark cave of tle Spirit-grieving 
heart. This explains the hellish cruelty of religious 
hate. When the Spirit of the Lord was resisted by 
the church the vampire drank blood.. Inquisition-in 
Spain. Huguenots in Florida.’ Africans on the 

ngo. Sweatshops in America. And grogshops 
everywhere (1 Pet. 5: 8; John 13: 27). 
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4 
The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment, One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
; esson filustration used, and two dollars for the best 
illustration each week, Mannscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explaine 
ing the a tance of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
will be sentfor a two-cent stamp. 
Helped by the Saloon.—Zeware, 1 pray thee 
(Golden Text), ‘If any man here,” shouted. the 
* temperance speaker, ‘‘can name an honest business 
that has been helped by the saloon I will spend the 
rest of my life working for the liquor people.” A 
man in the audience arose. ‘‘I consider my business 
honest,” he said, ‘‘and it has been helped by the 
saloon.” ‘*What is your business?” yelled the 
orator.” ‘I, sir,” responded the man, *‘ am an under- 
taker."—From the Ladies’ Home Journal. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D. D., Doigeville, N. Y. (a) 


The Politician’s Sorrow.— Beware, I pray thee 
— Text). A Philadelphia correspondent of the 

ew York Evangelist, speaking of the arrest of a 
theatrical manager who since has been convicted 
‘and imprisoned, says : ‘‘On his former arrest, among 
those who appeared against him was a leading poli- 
tician, who, in great distress, stated that his only 
son, a lad of sixteen, had been debauched threugh 
the influence of this theater, and had become a 


We are only good in , ready 
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drunkard, vicious, and every way dissolute. The 
mayor heard him in silence, and then replied: ‘I 
am sorry for your son, but I have small sympathy . 


for you. Five years ago I ‘introduced into our legis- 
lature a bill to abolish these places, It passed the 
senate, and was defeated in the house ty your single 
yn nae Inquiry at the mayor's office confirmed 
this statement as literally true. If the numbers of 
youth debauched and ruined by our theaters could be 
ascertained it would prove to be exceeded only by 
the number ruined by the dram-shop.”—Sen? dy 
Mrs. H. D. Evans, Baltimore, Mad. 


a Habit.— Beware, / pray thee, and drink 


no wine nor strong drink Iden Text), When 
andma discovered that drinking five cups of tea a 
ay left her fingers trembling, her head dizzy, her 


nights sleepless, she said, ‘‘I must get rid of this 
habit—right away !’"—a good name for five cups of 
tea a day, there being exactly five letters in the word 
HABIT, ‘ Fuppose, said grandmother, ‘I get rid of 
this habit by drinking one less cup of tea a day!” 
So she drank four cups, but still had axit of the 
HABIT left. ‘*Sup »’ said she, ‘‘I drop one more 
cup ; I must get rid of this habit.” Still, a pir of the 
HABIT was left. ‘‘ Well,’”’ she mused, ‘‘I won't be 
beaten by a few cups of tea. I will leave off another 
cup of tea, and only drink two hereafter!” But she 
still had ir left. ‘* Then,” she exclaimed, ‘I'll only 
treat myself to one a day.” Even then, she had the 
T left. ‘‘I have it!” cried grandmother. ‘‘ How 
childish I have been in my way of getting rid of this 
habit? I must sto drinking even one cup of tea,” 
which, when she did, completely did away with the 
troublesome Habit !—From F. K. Brown, in Record 
of Christian Work. Sent by Jennie E. Hussey, 

enntker, N. H. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, (b) 


What Seven Men Said.— Beware, / pray thee, and 
drink no wine nor strong drink (Golden Text). A 
group of men casually came together at a dinner 
party the other evening, and one happened to look 
over the table, which the women had just left, and 
commented on the little alcohol that had been con- 
sumed. And here is what these’men said. The first 


was-a business) man of large interests: ‘‘ wouldn't 
.thinlsof vating for 2 roe 


lohibition, but let natiorrat 
prohibition ceme. up and it)will- have my-vote in a 
minute. Drinking has become an economi¢ issue, 
and I am-willing to give up my whiskey and soda 
for the good of the many.” The second was a large 
employer of men, some eighteen thousand; ‘‘I am 
for national prohibition : up to this time it has 
seemed a far-away ideal me’: now'l see it as a 
pure ¢€fficiency measure.” The third was’ a ‘clear- 
séeing Irishman : ‘* Alcohol has been the curse of my 
people, 
of occasional drinking, and my vote is ready for 
national prohibition,” ‘‘Go ahead,” said the fourth 
man,.a railroad official of high standing: ‘‘I am 
ready for it personally, and so are all the officials of 
our road.” A physician was the fifth: ‘* Medicine 
can do without it ; science is against it ; the old idea 
of alcohol as a food is exploded. I am all ready for 
my vote for national prohibition.” Itwas a clubman 
who. spoke next : ‘‘ When I see drinking among the 
caddies at our club, and our caddy-master silly with 
it, | am ready to give up my cocktail and vote against 
the whole business.” And, last of all, was a whole- 
sale dealer in liquor who started the talk and who 
finished with this ‘significant statement: ‘* You're 
right: we are seeing the handwriting on the wall. 
I said at a meeting of our wholesale liquor dealers 
the other evening that we didn’t have five years of 
life ahead of us. Strange as it may seem to you, I 
would vote for national prohibition. It’s for the best 
all around.” Not a dissenting voice !—From the 
Ladies’ gape, foaranes. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgevitle, N. Y. (c) 


Hans Wagner’s Refusal.— Wai shall be the order- 
ing of the child? (v. 12.) It is said that Hans Wag- 
ner, Pittsburgh’s popular favorite in professional base- 
ball, was offered a thousand dollars to consent that 
his picture should be used on the boxes of a brand of 
cigarettes, Wagner positively refused. The repre- 
sentative of the tobacco company expressed surprise. 
“I thought all you ball-players were money-crazy,” 
he insinuated. But Wagner indignantly answered: 
‘‘I’m not crazy for any money that means encourag- 
ing any boy to smoke cigarettes. If my name and 
picture on a card or box will have that effect, I tell 
you I'm not going to sign up, no matter how high 
en with your offers."—From The Continent. 

ent by Alexander Jamieson, Saranac Lake, N. ¥. 

Parents 
child, and how shall we do unto him? (v..12.) Nor- 
man Hapgood, the editor, quoted in an address on 
Lincoln a Lincoln saying of value to parents. ‘ Lin- 
coln,” said Mr. Hapgood, ‘‘was once talking to a 
dissipated man of middle age who was lamenting the 
fact that his seventeen-year-old son had just begun 
to indulge in liquor, ‘* Well, there is just one way,” 
said Lincoln, ‘‘to bring up a child in the way it 
should go, and that‘is to travel that way yourself.” 
—From The Christian Endeavor World. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, ‘Hartford. Conn, 





First.— What shall be the ordering of the 


_the country learn that ft 'is the business of 


Ihave stopped taking it, after forty years © 
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* From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord God, as we to- 
day are to study about the coming of Samson into the 
home, and of how his parents talked to God about his 
coming, help us to give appropriate thanks to thee that so 
large a part of our own land is freeing itself from the legal- 
ized sale of intoxicating liquors. God be with the mothers 
who, with drunken husbands, are fighting for their chil- 
dren, God be with the men who are in the clutches of 
strong driak, Lord, give thy servants the courage to vote 
for a pure, clean land at every opportunity. For the sake 
of Jesus and his kingdom. Amen, 


VERY child has a right to be well-born, Ina 

- school established for feeble-minded children 

there is a little girl now twelve years of age. She 

lives year in and year out in a drunkenspree. So far 

asis known she has never touched a drop of liquor of 

any kind. But her father and her mother were both 

drunk a large part of the time prior to the birth of 

the child, So rouge life she must pay the penalty 
of the sin of the father and of the mother. (a 

It takes several generations to produce a first-class 
hog. By care the stockman can produce a. genera- 
tion of high-grade cattle and horses. The human 
animal is no exception to the rule. Blood will tell. 
If men and women do not care for themselves and 
wish to live the life of the beast, debasing the body 
and drag | the brain, it is one of the tragedies of 
earth that the unborn generations have to suffer be- 
cause of it, 

Some coi people need guardians much more 
than children need them. That is where the govern- 
ment steps in for the protection of itself, It is the 
business of the government to make it easy for a man 
to live a clean, decent life. That is the reason that 
we are aeing > make it unlawful to sell liquor in 
this country before many more generations come on 
the scene, State after state is freeing itself of the 
anaes whiskey traffic ,as a protection to its citizens. 

reedom from the saloon, gives a better home-life; 
it makes ityeasier to keep sober; it makes the social 
life better tm ‘way. Whenever the citizens of 
govern- 
ment to:make it easy for a man to do right and’ hard 
for him todo wrong; thelegalized liquor traffic will go. 

If we want a generation of strong men, pure in 
life and clean in conduct, we must begin now to make 
a pure, wholesome atmosphere for the children to be 
born twenty years from now. 
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(References in. parentheses are to the metrical 
” 


Psalm book ** Bible Songs.’’) 
‘‘Awake my soul, stretch every. Psalm 127 : 3-5 
nerve,”’ (277 : 1, 2). 
‘Fight the good fight with all thy Psalm 119 : 97-104 
might.” (252: 1, 2, 4), 


‘*God moves in a mysterious way.’’ Psalm 1 : 1-6 
**I need thee every hour."’ 


(1 : 1-4). 
‘* My soul, be on thy guard.”’ 


* Psalm 113 : 1-9 


** So let-our lips and lives express."’ (229.: 1, 2, 5). 
** Who is on. the Lord's ‘side ?”’ Psalm 34: 18-22 
“Yield not to temptation.” ‘ (70 : 1-3). 


“ 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. .Mackie, D. D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church. of Scotland 
issionary to the Jews 


ND teach us what we shall do unto the child 

(v. 8). The Christian Church has a threefold 
indebtedness to the ora: (1) in the personal 
toueh with the Word made flesh; (2) in the great 
conception of the kingdom of God to be established 
on the earth; and (3) in the teaching and training of 
the children. Our schools to-day, from the bright 
kindergarten to the post-graduate university course, 
are an inheritance from the Jewish synagogue with 
the school always attached to it. The training of 
children took its importance from the conviction that 
for character and conduct the breed is more influen- 
tial than the pasture, heredity than education, pre- 
vention than cure. The proverbis often triumphantly 
quoted: ‘If the father be onion and the mother 
arlic, where is your sweet perfume to come from ?” 
n the child-heart especially love constrained to trust- 
ful imitation, and it was a very solemn thing to put 
any stumbling-block of evil or inconsistent parental 
example in the path of the little ones. In the case of 
Samson, the infiuences were to begin before he was 
born, and the inheritance of protective instinct was 
to be especially a mother’s gift. Was there a neg- 
lected spot—the deeanter on the sideboard—in the 
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name given to the child, from Shemesh (He- 
brew, sun), the object of Baal-worship? (a) 
Though thou detain me, I will not eat of 
thy bread (v, 16), Two Oriente! customs 
were here involved, and in conflict with each 
other, ‘The first is that a guest cannot de- 
without the sanction and blessing of his 
ost, as in the benediction pronounced in 
God's name before the congregation leaves 
his house. Orientals further feel ashamed 
to let a visitor depart without ‘partaking of 
refreshment, even though the preparation 
of food should involve delay. But, on the 
other hand, it is recognized that a messenger 
has dothing to do but to deliver his message. 
With supreme tact and courtesy the angel 
therefore pleaded that the service should 
offered to the Master who had sent him, 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
FO ccesh oon on the board a 


trumpet, pitcher, flaming torch, pool’ 


of water, round button, open Bible, 
and write Gideon over all, Give to cach child 
a blank sheet of paper, and let each choose 
which one to draw, and be ready to tell what 
it meant in the story of Gideon, Ask if any 
on¢ saw a Gideon button or Bible last week. 
Ask why God chose Gideon to be leader and 
judge. How many soldiers helped Gideon? 
low had the Midianites troubled Israel? 
God proved that he was stronger than armies. 
**Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts,’’ 

Lntervening Events.—While Gideon lived, 
Israel had peace. . After Gideon died, the 
people .worshiped idols again,- and the 
Philistines, came to trouble them. © They 


. had several judges, but they needed a strong 


one to deliver them from the Philistines. , 


Zemperance Lesson Teaching.—People are 
stronger who use neither wine nor ‘strong 
drink, 


about Samson for six years, so it is desirable 
to include in the story several of the tests 
whici proved his strength, 


Introduction,—Were you strong when you 
were a tiny baby? Babies connot sit up nor 
walk nor talk nor feed themselves, but they 
can grow stronger and learn to do such things. 
What makes you strong? Answers will be 
varied ; good food, plenty of sleep, running, 
jumping, climbing, playing ball, etc. Are any 
of you as big and strong as you hope to be ? 
Your pareits and teachers tell you what will 
help you to be strong, and they warn you 
about things that will make you weak, 
When a man is very strong people say he is 
almost as strong as Samson. ‘The story of 
Samson is in the Bible, He was one of the 
judges in Israel. . 


This Week’s Lesson Story.—Long yeers ago 
there was ahome without any baby. Manoah 
and his wife wished for a little son, One day 
an angel appeared to Manoah’s wife and said, 
** You shall have a son; you must drink no 
wine nor strong drink nor eat any unclean 
thing; you must promise not to cut your 
lite boy’s hair; he is to save Israel from 
the Phiiistines.’” She was so happy that she 
hurried to tell Manoah, He wished he 
might see the angel, too, and ask, What 
shall we do unto the child that shall be born? 
How shall we train him? 

On another day the angel came again when 
Manoash’s wife was sitting in the field. She 
hurried and called Manoah, and they talked 
to the angel, He said, All that I com- 
manded her let her observe. Manoah and 
his wife were so happy that they prepared a 
present of meat and bread. The angel did 
not eat it, but as it was being offered as a 
sacrifice to God, and was burning, the angel 
went up to heaven in the flame, Manoah 
and his wife worshiped in that place. (Comp. 
13 :. 15-20 with Gideon’s similar experience, 
6 : 17-24.) 

When the baby was born they named him 
Samson, His mother was careful to train 
him just as the angel had said. She never 


* gave him wine nor strong drink, and she 


never cut his hair, but made a promise to 
God, for him, Samson grew and Jehovah 
blessed him. Ue was a temperance. boy, yet 
he grew so strong that people talked about 
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him, | When Samson was a young man he 
caught and killed a young lion with his 
hands, God’s spirit gave him strength (14 : 
, 6). : 

. Another time, Samson allowed some men 
to tie his arms with new strong ropes, ‘The 
Spirit of Jehovah came upon’ him, and he 
snapped the ropes like burnt flax (15 : 13, 
14), and another time like thread (16: 11, 
12). One time Samson visited in a walled 


city. His enemies thought they could catch. 


him there if they shut the city gates, About 
midnight, when everybody was asleep, Sam- 
son lifted the gates and the posts and the 
bars to his shoulders and carried them away 
to the top of thehill. | 

One time, when Samson was asleep, some- 
body cut his hair, When he awoke, his 
strength was gone, and he was led away to 
the prison-house, ‘As his hair grew, his 
strength returned, People came to see how 
strong he was. He was blind, so a boy 
sometimes led him to Dagon’s temple to 
make sport for the people. One time this 
house was full of people—the Philtstines, 
who had troubled Israel. Samson was rest- 
ing between two pillars, He prayed that 
God would give him strength. Ile grasped 
a pillar in each hand, bent himself almost 


‘| double; the pillars broke, the roof fell in, 


and about three thousand Philistines were 
illed, Samson died too, He had judged 


Israel twenty years, 


After the Story.—Baseball and football 
players, engineers and soldiers, firemen and 
all sorts of workmen, know they are stronger 
when they do not drink wine or strong drink, 
Your body will be stronger if you never 
touch liquor and tobacco, 


‘*God gave me this good body, 
‘To grow both strong and tall ; 
Tobacco helps to spoil it, 
' And so does alcohol. 
Into my mouth they shall not go, 
‘When tempted [ will answer, No,"* 


Hand-work.—Write, or let the teacher 
write for you, I will drink no wine or strong 
drink ; and sign the name, if you mean it, 

CHICAGO. 

*% 


might e ‘My Class of ‘Girls 
Note. —This js probably ‘the only tesson'} 


By Content Patterson 


HE minister was very badly hurt; the 
physicians thought he could not pos- 
sibt liye; yet as the days went by 

they concluded that though he might live he 
would lose his lower limbs ; finally they said 
to him, ** You will go from this room a well 
man because of the pure life you have lived ; 
if you had used tobacco or liquor, nothing 
could have saved you.’? The minister re- 
plied, **I come from a family of total ab- 
Stainers,’’ 

Physicians not many years ago used to 
advocate wine and beer as s.rengthening to 
the weak, but they are doing much less of it 
now. They have made a study of the effect 
of alcohol upon thé body, and many of them 
strongly advise against its use even as medi- 
cine, Draw from the girls the items they 
have gathered on this point. We shall see 
in our lesson to-day whether the Bible is 
behind times or up-to-date on this question, 


1. The Philistine Oppression.—This is our 
last lesson in the Book of Judges, though the 
history of the judges extends through Ruth 
and part of First Samuel to the coronation of 
Saul. Draw. from the girls the principal 
points of our study. Israel falls into sin 
through the influence of her heathen neigh- 
bors; God punishes this disobedience and 
lack of faith in himself by allowing these 
nations to oppress Israel; Israel in her an- 
guish sees the results of her own sin, repents, 
and cries to God for mercy; God, because 
of his great love, forgives and delivers, We 
may sum up this outline in five words: sin, 
punishment, a forgiveness, and 
deliverance. e have the same sad story 
in our lesson to-day. ' What heathen nation 
is oppressing Israel at this time? Israel has 
turned again to the worship of idols, and 
takes part in all the sinful practises connected 
with their, worship, For forty long years she 
suffers under this oppression, 

2. The Israelite Deliverance.—Though it 
was such a dark time in Israel’s history, yet 
there was one family, at least, who believed 
in God. To what tribe did they belong? 
Manoah and his wife had lived for years 
under a great disappointment: they had no 
children, One day the angel of the Lord 
appeared to Manoah’s wife, and made an 





announcement that startled her so that she 
ran to tell her husband about it without 
knowing whether it really was an angel who 
ne to her, his name, or where he came 
trom, What was the message of the angel ? 
Manoah, anxious to do God’s will, prays him 
to send the man once more, that they might 
know what to do with the child, How does 
God answer the prayer? 

We see the purpose for which God is giv- 
ing this child,—that he should deliver Israel 
from the Philistines. God wanted a man 
who had no bad habits, and who would not 
drink wine or intoxicants of any kind. He 
was to wear his hair long as a sigh that he 
belonged to God and taken a vow to ab- 
stain from hurtful and unclean things. To 
be a Nazirite meant to be separated from 
these things, and to be consecrated to God. 
Even his mother before his birth was com- 
manded not to touch strong drink of any 
kind, that the baby might not inherit any 
desire for wine, and that he might be strong 
and healthful in body, The world has thou- 
sands of children to-day who are weak and 
sickly because of the drinking habits of their 
parents, (a) 

The baby was born, and as he grew the 
Lord ble-sed him. What was his name? 
Samson was under a vow to God that he 
would abstain from drink, What do we do 
when we sign a pledge? How is pledge- 
signing helpful? Draw from the girls that 
when we sign our name, making a definite 
promise, the memory of the act itself will 
help if we are tempted to yield; then the 
fact that others know of this promise helps 
to keep us faithful; but above all it must be 
done prayerfully, trusting God to keep the 
pledge for us. Draw on chart ‘‘ P’’ in west- 
ern Dan, representing a pledge-card.), 
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drawa from chars io Dr. Hislbut's * feacher‘Tratn- 

ing Lessons for the Sunday-School.”” Copyright, 1908, 

by Eaton and Mains. blished by the Methodist 
Book Concern, 

For what was Samson noted? He uses 
his great strength against the Philistines, but 
he does many wrong things as well, until he 
is captured by the Philistines, his hair cut off, 
his eyes put out, and he is set to turning the 
great wheel in the prison. How does Sam- 
son finally deliver Israel, for a time, from the 
Philistines? What does it cost him? We 
do not read that Samson ever broke his vow 
concerning strong drink, Ought any man, 
woman, boy, or itl, whom God has called to 
do his work to use intoxicants? What is the 
Golden Text ? 

He uses many whom he has delivered from 
this dreadful habit. Here is the testimony 
of a young woman who once was a victim of 
drink, he realized that she was being 
ruined body and soul, and went to a mission, 
half-intoxicated, to see if she could get any 
help; there she found Jesus, She is now a 
member of the church and of a young wo- 
man’s Bible class. She says ** Alcohol pro- 
duces a craving which can never be satisfied, 
—the more you take the more you want; it 
undermines health, makes you irritable and 
disagreeable, and causes you to use vulgar 
and profane language; through it you lose 
your self-respect, the confidence of your 
friends, and the means of making a living ; 
it ruins body and soul; resolutions are worth- 
less, only the love and power of God coming 
into the life-can conquer the habit.’’ 
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Next Week’s Lesson 


Home- Work for the Girls 


Read the Book of Ruth, 

Golden ‘Text (Ruth 1 : 16). ‘f 

Read the following Scripture passages :- 
Conese 2 215; 12:2, 3; 49:10; Isaiah 
i131; Numbers 24:17; Micah 5;2; Mat-..; 
thew 2 : 2-6, 
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Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” | 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


E BEGAN last Sunday’s lesson by | 
talking about who is the strongest ' 

man in the world to-lay. Bumps . } 
stood up for Jack Johnson, but the rest of | 
us wouldn’t have it that way. 

*> Aw, he’s a has-been,” declared Bull- 
dog Jones disgustedly. ‘‘He’s boozed so 
much he’s gone away back ‘to nowhere, and 
Frank .Gotch, the Iowa farmer, that keeps 
sober and clean, could stand him on his- 
head any time, like he has all the big fel-.., 
lows.’’ (a) 4 

**You’ve given us a fine start on our 
temperance lesson,’’ smiled teacher, ‘Then 
he calied for the home questions, 

Skinny told how, after Gideon died, it 
was the same old story, The people went 
back to idols, and time after time God had 
to raise up a judge to deliver them from en- 
emies, but each new generation did just as 
the fathers had done. soote 

Teacher asked what nation had conquered 
Israel at the time of this lesson, and who:. 

God raised up for a deliverer, and we all 
told him. ye 

Bert answered his question about the 
angel who foretold the birth of Samson, and 
warned the mother not to drink any strong 
drink, nor to let Samson drink any, nor ever 
to cut his hair, because he should be dedi- 
cated especially to.God all his life, and this 
should be the sign of it, like all the Nazi- 
rites. (b) 

Carl told a let of stunts that Samson did 
when he grew up, killing the lion, beating up 
a whole regiment with the jaw-Loneof aneld 
dead donkey, walking off with the gates:af a J 
city, and getting away no matter what Deli- 
lah tied him with. 

Bumps was geographer for this lesson, and 
showed on the map where Zorah was, the 
place of Samson’s birth; Timnath, where 
they had a fight at his wedding; Gaza, and 
the other places, ‘The lesson picture was of 
Gaza, but it was taken so far off that we 
couldn’t see any wall, or gates, or anything 
but some white houses, Taaeus the old 
wall is all gone, anyway. 

** What became of Samson?’’ was Bull- 
dog’s question, He told how Samson finally 
gave the whole thing away to Delilah, even 
when he knew she was trying to have him 
captured, and the Philistines got him, put 
his eyes out, and made him pull the old. 
horse-power mill around like he was amule, ; 
but his hair grew long again, and he finally 
pulled their heathen temple down, killing 
himself and a whole crowd of the enemy, __, 

**Was it his long hair that made him © 
strong, Fred?’’ asked Mr, Mason, turning 
to the minister’s boy, | ‘*What did your! 
father say, when you asked him?’”’ 

Fred told what his father believes, how it 
was God who gave Samson his great strength, 
and the long hair was just the sign of his 
consecration and his faith in God. When it . 
was cut off, it was because he had turned 
away from God, and so God’s strength went - 
right out of him, But when his hair grew - 
again he must have oome back to God, and « 
so God’s strength came back to him.. (c) 

Teacher said that was a deep lesson for . 
every one of us, All our strength to over- 
come temptation comes from God, and any- 
thing that we let in to separate us from him .. 
weakens us, whether it be doubt, hate, or 
some outward sin. The only way to be 
strong in our hearts is to keep true to God, 

My question was whether: Samson is a 
good’ example for us. I thought he was. ] 
He never drank any, he always stood up for } 
God’s side, and he wasn’t afraid. : | 

**Ho, Pucker has left out all the bad 
things Samson did,’’ declared Bulldog scorn- 
fully. ‘*He was always getting mad and 
paying folks back for what they did to him, - 
and he was a perfect silly to lose his head 
and let Delilah make a fool of him.” 

** Ves,”’ admitted teacher, ** Samson had 
his weak side. That’s why I called him a 
Strong weak man. He was. strong’ in body 

















LESSON FOR:JAN. 31 (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24. 25) 


and courage, and that’s a good thing; but 
he was weak are ape: In 
some ways it is possible you to be 
far stronger than Samson was, But you 
can’t be truly strong unless you keep from 
liquor and all other evils that d e, and 
unless you keep your consecration to God 
true and unbroken, And no matter how 
strong you may become in body and char- 
acter, you must always watch against letting 


one little sin in.”’ ; 
He showed us a of wood all full of 
worm-holes, He said it was once solid and 


strong, but one little wornr got under the 
bark and gradually ate out the strength of 
the oak. He put on the board : 





TRUE STRENGTH 


RECEIVED FROM 
CONTINUED IN 
LOST WITHOUT 


GOD 


Next lesson is the whole story of Ruth, 
We are each to read it at home out of the 
Bible, and then come to teacher’s house 
Friday night to hunt up answers to our ques- 
tions, The questions are: 

Who are the people in this lesson? 

Point out the places mentioned, 

What were the Moabites like? 

Explain gleaning. 

Act out the story on a map, with wheat 
and rice for people, 

Why did Ruth insist on coming back with 
Naomi? 

In what way did Ruth become honored 
afterward ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
J. Beginning. 
Who is the strongest man in the world 











now? 
What happened to the people after Gideon 
ied ? 


die 


71, Samson's Life. 


What nation had conquered Israel at this 
; time? 
Whom did G a de 
‘ How was the birth of Samson forétold?” 
‘What ‘was’a Nazitite ? brat, 
Well:some of the. feats of strength Samson 
' 3.performed. aL nhs 
Locate the places mentioned. (Map, pic- 
ture), 
What finally became of Samson? 


JIT, Samson's Strength. 
What was it that made Samson strong ? 
Where does strength of character come 
from? 
In, what way does sin weaken us? 


IV. Samson's Example. 


Is Samson a good example for us? 
In what way was he strong? 

In what way weak ? 

How may spiritual strength be. lost? 


TERRE HAUTE, IND. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








T IS worth while for us to consider at this 
time the very constant and rapid advance 
which the cause of temperance has made 

throughout the entire world. It might even 
be better to say ‘‘ total abstinence,’’ for the 
movement has been a movement to put down 
King Alcohol in all his various forms and 
plans for evil. . The world has been surprised 
at the action taken by Russia as to their 
great national drink, and it has made already 
& tremendous impress upon thoughtful peo- 
- ple everywhere. If the leaders of that great 
nation, under the stress of warfare, can see 
the awful ravages which this drink has made 
upon their people, and seek to safeguard the 
future by its abolition, surely the world 
should take thought. 

And, again, it is none the less surprising 
that the voice of the people in so many of 
the commonwealths of our United States has 
spoken so forcibly upon this question. When 
Lyman Beecher, that old war-horse of sev- 
eral generations ago, spoke his philippics 
against strong. drink, and was ridiculed in 
many an American pulpit, the Church of 
Ehbrist little dreamed that people everywhere 
would begin .to think of this question so 
seriously as it is now considered. But when 
we realize the great proportion of crime, ill- 
bealth and sorrow that has resulted and is 
resulting from this great foe, we should be 


raise up for a deliverer? | 








alive to the situation and act definitely, de- 
cisively, and unanimously, ‘The Church of 
Christ should always be alive to the great 
moral issues of mankind. 





January 25 to 31 
Moa.— : 
Tie'Bicth of Samson, 

God had a great work for Samson to do, 
hence he must be prepared for that work 
from his birth,—yes, even his mother 
before him. Wine-drinking, no matter how 
defended, is an indulgence, and one’s onl 
safety is to refrain from ‘it altogether. Self- 
restraint means strength, and one cannot err 
through total abstinence. 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray that the 
youth of our land may be thoughtful, giving 
attention to those considerations which mean 
Sorce and character in the future. Pray for 
control over appetite. Pray that immediate 
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temptation may be overcome by immediate 
inspiration; that our desire to do the right 
may overcome our desire to do the wrong, 
Tues.—Num. 6: 1-12. 

Wine Forbidden the Nazirite. 

The one separated unto Jehovah must be 
every whit clean. And this cleanliness is 
not simply a matter of outward defilement, 
but of inward conditions. He must be alert, 
ready, responsive ; his mind and body must 
be clear and strong. He should drink no 
wine, and this vow should be a permanent 


one, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Among the espe- 
cial prayer topics for January suggested ¥y 
the International Committee of the Y. M. 
C. A., the Bible classes in China, formed 
during the Eddy meetings, are mentioned, 
Prayer is also suggested for the isolated 
workers in mining, lumber, and constrne- 
tion camps the nation over; and they sug- 
gest praver also for the foreign students who 








A Bible Study Conference 





In Your Home 





Next Week 





@ Would you like one > 


2° is booked to 


o to you—if your address is on 


Sunday School Times subscription list. 


q For next week's issue of The Sunday School 
imes is to be a special Bible Study Number of a 


remarkable sort. 


@ It will tell of inlirenles that are being wrough 
the Bible. in. the British Army through. t 


*ocket Testament League. 


@ It will give a stenographic report of the personal 
convictions of the Governor-Elect of Pennsylvamia, 
Martin G. Brumbaugh, concerning the Bible. 


@ That veteran and much loved Dean of Amen- 
can Bible teachers, Dr. C. I. Scofield, will show 
ou in a direct, practical way how to make your 
Bible study bring the biggest results. 


There’ll be a book-and-supply-store, too, in this 


Sle Conference in your home. 


The: advertising 


of the Times will tell you where to get 
invaluable tools for your Bible workshop. 


@ Have you wondered what a Bible Correspond- 


ence Course might mean to 


ou personally? A 


~ woman who tnd one will tell her experience: it 


answers your questions. 


@ And a 


Institutes wi 


— of one of the leading Bible 


tell what his course there has meant 


to him, and how one may attend an Institute even 
when it seems impossible. 


@. Valuable books for Bible study will be reviewed 


by the Times’ specialists. 


Please don’t let any friend who is interested in Chris- 


tian- work miss this number, 


Subscriptions received 


at once and asking that it be included will make it 


sure. 


Specify January 23 issue. 
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will come to this country in larger numbers 
than ever, 


Wed.—Jer. 35 : 1-11. 
aithfulness of the Rechabites. 

The hardest phase of temptation is tre- 
quently found in the tempter himself and in 
one’s surroundings. These Rechabites were 
faithful, and would not be tempted even by 
the man of God who invited them to drink, 
nor by their surroundings within the house 
of Jehovah, They stood the test of popular, 
excusable temptation as they said, ‘‘ We will 
drink no wine.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the work 
of the Parents’ League, which is now at- 
tracting so much attention in various cities 
in our country. Fathers and mothers have 
seen the great temptations that are facing 
our young people in home and social enter- 
sainments, ay that this League may 
continue tits splendid work by taking a firm 
stand against some of the youthful and 
prevalent social vices, 


a- 3 : ae. hes 


. The reward of obedience is seen through 
the whole course of history. Those who 
‘have obeyed God’s laws have received honor 
and permanent support; those who have 
‘broken God’s laws aad suffered destruction 
and disgrace, It was a marvelous promise 
that Jehovah made to the sons of Rechab, 
‘*Ye shall not want a man to stand before 
me forever.’’ God rewards obedience. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for cheerful- 
ness in the common and ordinary duties of 
life. Pray that we may not only learn to 
enjoy what we have to do, but that we may 
increasingly be able to do those things which 
“we enjoy. Pray that we may make others 
happy by the little expressions of ag 
Julness and interest which we make, vay 
that we may show our best selves to our own 
loved ones. 


Fri.—Isa, 262 1-13, Drunkenness Condemned. 
The unconscious, unseen’ advance which 
the habit of strong drink makes upon human 
life is its gravest danger. ‘ Gradually the life 
becomes controlled ‘by it, aiid moral force is 
destroyed. Tlie very vision of life is finally 
distorted, and men do'hot' see or know ‘their 
state. Strong drink is condemned not only ' 
by God, but by all thoughtful people, and 
the world seems awakening ‘to this knoy!l-, 
edge. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the. little 
children who are not responsible for the 
lives and surroundings which they have; 
those who have been injured by the hadjts 
and vices of their parents and grandparents ; 
those who are paying the penalty to-day 
which others. should have paid. _ Pray for 
the sick and wasted, the weak and wicked. 


Sat.—1i Cor. 8: 1-13. 

Self-denial for Sake of Others, 

| ** Take heed,’’ says the apostle, “lest this 
liberty of yours become:a stumbling-block to 
the weak.’’ How true it is that many of 
those things which we ourselves can do will 
mean destruction and death to others. The 
man who prides himself that he can drink 
moderately without injury may not only be 
fooling himself, but may be destroying an- 
other’s life... 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for reguilar- 
ity and faithfulness in the work of our Sun- 
day-school officers and teachers. - Pray that 
nothing may interfere with their giving the 
work first place, and not allowing other 
things to draw them away from this duty. 
Pray for faithfulness and regularity among 
the scholars in the Sunday-school, and with 
parents, that they may see that their chil- 
dren are just as regular in attending the 
church and Sunday-school services as they 
are in their day-schools, 


Sun.—Gal. 5; 13-24. Walk in the Spirit. 

Just as the atmosphere of a home or scheol 
means everything to its success, so the.at- 
mosphere of a human life means everything 
to the success of the day. Start aright with 
Ged; walk in the Spirit: Begin your day 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. Gain the power 
of his presence as you start the day. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask that this Sun- 
day may be one of true devotion and worship; 
that no matter what distracting conditions 
may arise each one in the home may take his 
own: individual time with God alone, and 
find the secret of a happy and blessed week in 
this Lora’s Day. Pray that we may learn 
how ta talk with God as we talk with one 
another, always revering and honoring his 
name and presence, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








* Sunday, January 31, 1915 
Foreign-Mission Opportunities the 
World Around (Acts 16: 5-18). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—The need (Matt. 9 : 35-38). 

‘Tugs. —The call (Acts 16 : 9. 10). 

WED. —Dying cities (Jonah 4 : 1-11). 
THUkS.—A medical mission (Matt. 4 : 23- 


2s). : 
Fri.—The open door (Rev. 3 : 8). 
Sat.—Preaching brotherhood (Acts 17 : 22- 
3"). 











Name one foreign mission cppesseaiy. 
m4. opportunities are there in oslem 
Why should we grasp missionary opportun- 
ities ? pee ; rea 
HE years which have passed since the 
Missionary Conference in Madras have 
only enlarged the opportunity which 
that conference called to the attention 
young men and women in Christian lands. 
**Yet although modern missionaries have 
been at work in India for more than a cen- 
tury, the fact remains that the number of for- 
eign missionaries at present engaged in the 
work in these lands is not only wholly inade- 
uate to enable them to avail themselves of 
the opportunities that press upon them but 
also far below what the resources of the Chris- 
tian church can well afford to maintain, 
**Itis thought to be anything but an extrav- 
agant estimate of the needs of the country, 
if we ask that there be one man and one 
woman missionary for every 50,000 of the pop- 
ulation, and this would mean the quadrupling 
of our present numbers, » It is the opinion of 
sober, thoughtful and zealous men ; that: in 
order to carry, on thoroughly the work now 
in hand, and toventer the most obviously open 
doors which God has set before his church in 
India, the missionary. staff in» the. ¢ountry 
should be at least doubled within the next ten 
years,’’ 


The missionary staff has not been doubled 
in India though the ten years have more than 
passed and the need grows greater every year, 


A missionary now at home from Japan 
writes ; 


** Just before I left | had another happy ex- 
perience. ‘The secretary of the Government 
Leper Hospital came in, thirty miles, to 
bring the card of the superintendent to the 
station to say good-bye to me before leaving, 
Learning of the postponement of the steamer, 
he came to my home after 10 P.M. and said 
the superintendent asked him to say that he 
hoped I would soon return to Japan, ‘That 
he had studied the condition of the lepers’ 
home at Meguro (our Christian Lepers 
Home), the lepers’ home at Kumasnoto, and 
was quite convinced that the Christian relig- 
ion was the only religion to bring joy and hope 
to the poor leper, and that he would person- 
ally remove any obstacle to our entire free- 
dom in the hospital where he was superin- 
tendent.!. .. Just before leaving Japan I had 
an ingerview with the Premier, Count Okuma, 
in the interest of the rescue work, Ile re- 
ceived me most graciously, promised me to do 
all he could and seemed deeply touched that 
a foreigner should be willing to make a plea 
for this submerged class, The day I sailed, 
I was handed a translation of the reply to my 
plea. ‘M *s paper entire with my en- 
dorsement is now in the hands of the Home 
Department. Signed, Sec. for the Premier.’ 
Even if yreatly modified, it will do something, 
and with the Preasier's sanction it cannot be 
pigeon-holed!”’ 





< 

And what a wide open door is before the 
Church in China. A missionary writes from 
an interior station of a recent country trip 
and the wide open doors which he found 
everywhere, and from which he came back 
with an overflowing heart : 


**As I look back over the trip, the one 
thing which remains most clearly in my mind 
is the new eagerness on the part of these many 
people to listen, I haveoften been in crowds 
during my life in China, but never before in 
such listening crowds, never when there were 
so many who seemed to come, not because of 
eurfosity, but because they wanted to hear 
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about God. - It is a very inspiring memory, 
and a very sobering one, too, for how are we 
meeting this opportunity? -Ilow are wé en- 
tering into)these new doors which God has so 
wonderfully opened for us? Perhaps we 
should meet it with the same prayer that was 
overheard among the women in Meng Chen : 
A room full, trying to. memorize the Lord’s 
Prayer. ‘here was much noise and confus- 
ion, and one faithful old soul trying in vain 
to keep up, finally went off to a corner and 
she was hear: there repeating a little prayer 
of her own. It was short, and she said it 
softly, again and again, ‘O Lord, thankful 
and unworthy.’”’ . 


Said Bishop Hartzell in an address on the 
need and opportunity of that great dark con- 
tinent: ; 

** Africa offers a challenge to the Christian 
Church. ‘There is the challenge of the white 
civilized Africa, The church must influence 
the governments for righteousness, must in- 
sist on universal religious equality, and must 
help the governments in solving the problems 
of the continent, The next challenge to the 
church is Pagan Afvica, one hundred million 
strong, the largest group of unevangelized 
pagans in the world,-an appeal because of the 
great and overwhelming needs, 

‘*Last there is the challenge of Mohamme- 
dan Africa, Six centuries after Christ, Chris- 
tianity in North Africa, then the stronghold 
of the church, met defeat before Mohamme- 
danism,; and to-day 91 per cent in this North 





Africa section are devotees of Islam. To-day 
one-fourth of the Mohammedans of the world 
ate in Africa. Mohammedanism is carrying 
on a definite and active missionary campaign 
in- that continent. The countenance of 
polygamy and the encouragement of vice 
make the convert of the pagan to Islam com- 
paratively easy. A study of- the situation 
would lead to the personal conviction that 
the followers of Mohammed have won more 
converts in Africa to the false prophet during 
the last fifty years than have been won to 
Christianity on the continent during the same 
period by all the Christian missionaries. 

**Is there hope of winning Africa for 
Christ? - Unless the Christian Church greatly 
increases her missionary forces there, Mo- 
hammedanism seems destined to win. But 
if the Christian Churches of America, Eng- 
land and the Continent in any degree meas- 
ure up to their privileges and their responsi- 
bilities, Christianity will win.’’ 

% 


To whom are these opportunities offered 
but to us? 

If we say we have no call to go'as mission- 
aries what will these facts Say in answer when 
we meet them at the judgment seat of Christ ? 

Are not these also ‘‘ Men of Macedonia ’’? 

Isaish 6 : 8, 

The existence of the need, our knowledge 
of it, our qualifications to meet it and the ab- 
sence of any providential hindrance are all the 
missionary call any Christian needs. 
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Newsy Nuggets of 


Temperance Fact 





Is Drinking Increasing ?—For some years 
we have been hearing.that ‘* prohibition does 
not prohibit,’’ **there is more drinking than 
ever’’ etc., in proof of which many state- 
ments have been made to the effect that the 
per capita consumption of alcoholic beverages 
has been steadily increasing. So constant 
have been:these reiterations that some tem- 
perance people have almost. come to believe 
them and-have questioned whether temper- 
ance work’ pays. . Among the many signs 
pointing to the contrary the following are of 
special interest : 

The first, from the government report, The 
Statistical Abstract, shows that the highest 
per capita consumption rate in the United 
States was reached seven years ago, 1907. 
Since then it has been declining and was dis- 
tinctly lower in 1913. Close observers on 
both sides believe that this decline will con- 
tinue until the beverage traffic is extinct. 

‘The second, from a recent issue of Midas’ 
Criterion, probably the most influential ofthe 
liquor periodicals, showed that the Kentucky 
distillers, having taken account of the millions 
of gallons of whiskey which remained unsold 
and the gloomy outlook for future sales of 
this commodity, voted, practically unani- 
mously, to restrict this year’s output to one 
half of the amount of the average yearly pro- 
duction for the past five years. 


Athletes on Alcohol.—Not long ago the 
sporting editor of a Vienna daily mae an in- 
quiry, not with regard to alcohol, but to train- 
ing, that brought out a number of unex- 
pected responses concerning the opinions or 
practises of athletes, regarding the use of 
alcohol. 

Otto Sheff, champion swimmer, wrote : 
*¢ The best qualitication for an athlete is not 
merely physical strength but abstinence and 
moderation. ‘The swimmer’s chief foes are 
alcohol and nicotine. They undermine his 
efficiency.”’ 

One of the best runners, Erich Aberger, 
testified that he had little use for alcohol. 

Willy Arend, a former champion runner, 
advised total abstinence from alcohol and to- 
bacco. 

Henry Bauer, the trainer of the Vienna 
Athletic Club, thought one was better with- 
out smoking and drinking. His own regimen 
is ** alcohol-free.’’ . 

Joseph Steinbach, also of Vienna, who has 
won numerous world records in weight-lift- 
ing, avoids alcohol and nicotine. 

A New York runner, Alvah Mever, has 
never drunk beer and only occasionally takes 
any other alcoholic drink, or smokes, while 
Deverry, Germany’s best short course run- 
ner, avoids alcohol and nicotine. 





An automobile tepresentative, Count 
Kolowrat, emphasized the necessity of cool- 








ness and the ability to see and decide quickly 
in critical situations. He is an anti-alcohol- 
ist and a non-smoker and believes this Course 
has had much to do with his success. 


At “Skittles Inn.”—The garden city of 
Letchworth, England, has been making an 
interesting and successful experiment with a 
temperance. public house which © supplies 
meals, literature, rést and social intercourse, 
and provides a reading room, billiard-room 
and a shed for skitdes and other games. 
Many trade unions and friendly societies meet 
in this **Skittles Inn.’’ It is a general rally- 
ing point for the citizens of Letchworth, a 
democratic center and an arena for the dis- 
play of intellectual talent. 

After the “*Inn’’ had been in successful 
operation for some time the question of hav- 
ifig a liquor-seliing public house came up. 
All the arguments usual to simiiar elections 
on this side appear to have been presented : 
the want of public liquor facilities would lead 
to drinking in the home; it would be incon- 
venient in case of illness; trade would be 
driven away; ‘‘drink trains’’ would be run 
and a fringe of saloons would girdle the place. 
Nevertheless when the votes were counted it 
was found that the people had voted two to 
one against the proposal. None of the ob- 
jections has proved to be a reality, and be- 
cause of orderliness in the place trade has 
come into Letchworth instead of going out of 
it. The people have all the supposed advan- 
tages of the public house without any of its 
well-known evils, 


Temperance in the World’s Schools.— 
The first law ever passed requiring tliat the 
nature and effects of alcohol shall be taught 
in the public schools was passed in Vermont 
in 1882, and in 1902 the last state passed 
such a law. A committee appointed by the 
American Academy of Medicine in 1903 has 
served for eleven years, during which time 
the working of these laws and the text-books 
used have been under the watchful eyes of 
the committee. A recent report) speaks of 
the extended personal investigations of the 
committee, which have clearly shown that 
these laws requiring the teaching of hygiere 
and temperance ‘‘are helps, by directing the 
work to be done as well as teaching, for ex- 
ample, arithmetic and geography ’’; and an 
analysis of the text-books ‘resulted in 
demonstrating a steady evolution in excel- 
lence, parallel with progress in scientific 
knowledge and pedagogy.”’ 

Thus America has led the way, and most 
of the nations are following. Rosenthal in 
the French La Revue. says: ‘* Compulsory 
courses in anti-alcohol instruction enlighten 





! Bulletin .of the American Academy of Medicine, 
June, 1914. 
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the youth upon all the fatal consequences of 
the evil. -Later these young men will read 
and wonder why the Parliament permits this 
dreadful plague to sap the vitality of the na- 
tion.’”’ In Russia the church is promoting 
the introduction of anti-alcohol instruction in 
the schools, anti-alcohol exhibits are being 
used, and the total abstinence propaganda 
pushed in many ways, This teaching is 
mentioned as the factor most likely to make 
prohibition in Russia permanent. Scientific 
temperance is also being taught in England, 
Sweden, Greenland, and other countriss. 


Patriotic Russian Distillers.—George 
Kennan, in an article in the Outlook of De- 
cember 16 on prohibition in Russia, says 
that although those who are engaged in the 
vodka business must bear much of the bur- 
den of the reform, it is only fair to them to 
say that they are showing a spirit of patriotic 
acquiescence and submission, Prince Obo- 
lenski, now one of the largest disti'lers, said 
recently: ‘* Serious as the matter may be for 
us, if drunkenness can be eradicated we dis- 
tillers are in duty bound to welcome the re- 
form and niake every possible sacrifice for 
it.’ At a convention of distillers a few 
weeks ago prohibition ,was virtually recog- 
nized as inevitable, and various practical 
measures for business readjustments were 
proposed, such as manufacturing denatured 
alcohol for cooking, heating, and lighting 
purposes, the manufacture of starch aud the 
like. 


Vodka and Fires in Russia.—Kennan, 
in his article in the Outlook, also shows that 
destructive fires have greatly decreased in 
Russia under prohibition. For example, the 
Fire Insurance Board of the Tambof District 
shows that the average number of accidental 
or incendiary fires in August and September 
for the five yews immediately preceding 1914 
was 960. ‘The same months of this year 
there were only 630, which is aiso the lowest 
ever recorded—a saving of 500,000 rubles iu 
sixty days, or at the rate of 3,000,000 rubles 
in a year, 


Alcohol and Ruin.— Fifteen months’ 
study and investigation of the vice problem 
in Wisconsin by the legislative committee 
resulted in radical proposals for law enforce- 
ment and better social conditions summarized 
in an exhaustive report which became a pub- 
lic document December §. The greatest 
cause of commercialized vice, the report 
says, is the use of intoxicating liquor, ‘There 
were several contributory causes, but the 
committee found that the wage question has 
no material relation to a girl’s downfall.— 
From an Associated Press Dispateh. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


141. What great queen was eaten by dogs, 
and who prophesied her ending ? 

142. What slave-boy engineered such a suc- 
cessful corner in wheat that he came 
out with all the money, the cattle, the 
land, and the. people in the country 
where he operated ? 

143. What.greatly loved woman was buried 
at Bethtehem ? 
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LESSON FOR. JAN. 31 (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25) 


144. What great general lost his temper and 
with it the fulfilment of the great aspi- 
ration of his life ? 


145. Who had quail for dinner every day for 


a month until they hated the sight of 
the bird ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


136. Rahab the harlot, who saved the life of 
herself and her family at the siege of 





Jericho, and who afterward married 

Salmon of the tribe of Judah, the great- 

great-grandfather of David the king 

(Josh. 6 : 25; Matt. 1: 5). 

Saul, the first king of the. Jews (1 Sam. 

9). 

138. Achan (Josh. 7 : 21, 25). 

139. Jehu, after he killed Joram and Jezebel 
(2 Kings 10 : 7). 

140. Esther (Esth. 4: 11; § : 2). 
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Vodka Exiled from the Czar’s Vast Empire 


A stirring account of how Russie’s temperance miracle was brought about, reprinted 
from a somewhat longer article, by the courtesy of the Public Ledger, Philadelphia 





—_————— 


HERE is prohibition in Russia to-day, 
prohibition which means that not a 
drop of vodka, whiskey, brandy, gin, 

or any other strong liquor is obtainable from 
one end to the other of a territory populated 
by 150,000,000 people and covering one-sixth 
of the habitable globe. 

It should be said in the beginning that the 
word prohibition in Russia must be taken 
literally. Its use does not imply a partially 
successful attempt to curtail the consumption 


- of. liquor resulting in drinking in secret 


places, the abuse of medical licenses, and 
general evasion and subterfuge. It does 
mean that a vast population who consumed 
$1,000,000,000 worth of vodka a year has 
been lifted almost in one day from a drunken 
jnertia to sobriety. The nation has been 
compelled, virtually, over night, to abandon 
its enormous daily consumption of vodka, ‘a 
liquor that, contains a particularly large per- 
centage of alcohol, and become abstemious 
to the extent of letting no liquor pass its lips. 

On that day when the mobilization of the 
Russian army began special policemen vis- 
ited every public place where vodka is sold, 
locked up the supply of the liquor and placed 
on the shop the imperial seal. 

From the day this step was taken drunken- 
ness vanished in Russia. The results are 


“" seén at once in the peasantry; already they 


are beginning tq look like a different, race. 
The marks of suffering, tle pinched ‘looks of 
illness and, improper nourishment have gone 
from their faces, ‘There has been also a re- 
markable change in the appearance of their 
clothing. ‘Their clothes are cleaner, and 
both the men and women appear more neatly 
and better dressed. 

This miracle has been brought to pass, in 
great part, by one man. He is Michael D, 
Tchelisheff, a peasant by birth, originally a 
house painter by trade, then mayor of the 
city of Samara, and now a_ millionaire. 
Physically, he is a giant, standing over six 
feet four inches, and of powerful build. Al- 
though .he is fifty-five years old, he has all 
the energy of youth, 

. Speaking of what he had accomplished for 
the cause of sobriety in Russia, Mr. Tcheli- 
sheff.said : 

‘There were no schools in the Russian 
village in which I was born, and I picked up 
an education from old newspapers and stray 
books. One of the latter treated on the 
harmfulness of alcohol. It said that vodka 
was a poison. A physician I questioned con- 
firmed this, That aroused in me the desire 
to study more about vodka. 

** At the end of the eighties famine came 
and I saw peasants demanding foodstuffs of 
a landlord. They were all drinking men. 
The abstemious had food in their homes, 

‘*At Samara I became an alderman, A 
workingman living in one of my houses killed 
his wife while he was drunk. This incident 
made such a terrible impression on me that I 
decided to fight vodka with all my strength. 

**On the supposition that the government 
was seliing vodka for the revenue I calculated 
the revenue received from its consumption in 
Samara. I then introduced a bill in the City 
Council providing that the city give this sum 
to the imperial treasury, requesting at the 
same time that the sale of vodka be prohib- 
ited: This bill passed and the money was 
appropriated. It was offered to the govern- 
ment, but the government promptly refused 
it. It then dawned upon me that Russian 
bureaucracy did not want the people to be- 
come sober, for the reason that it was easier 
to rule autocratically a drunken mob than a 
sober people. 

‘«This was seven years ago. Latér I was 
elected Mayor of Samara, capital of the 
Volga district, a district with more than a 





quarter of a million inhabitants. Subse- 
quently to holding this office I was elected 
to the Duma on an anti-vodka platform. In 
the Duma I proposed a bill permitting. the 
inhabitants of any town to close the local 


vodka shops, and providing also that every |. 


bottle of vodka should beer a label with the 
word ‘ poison.’ 

‘* At my request, the wording of this label, 
in which the evils of vodka were set forth, 
was done by the late Count Leo Tolstoi, 
This bill: passed the Duma and went to the 
Imperial Council, where it was amended 
and finally tabled. 

‘*] then begged an audience of Emperor 
Nicholas. He received me with great kind- 
ness in his castle in the Crimea, not far from 
the scene of -the recent Turkish bombard- 
ment.’ He listened to me patiently. He was 
impressed with my recital that most of the 
revolutionary and socialist excesses were 
committed by drunkards. Having heard me 
out, His Majesty promised at once to speak 
to his Minister of ‘Finance concerning the 
prohibition of vodka. , » 

** Disappointed at not having been able to 
get through a government bill regulating this 
evil, I had abandoned my seat in the Duma. 
It was. evident that the Bureaucracy had 
been able to obstruct the measure; | Minister 
of Finance Kokoysoff regarded it, as a dan- 


gerous, innovation, depriving the government | 
of $500,000,000 yearly without any method }' 


of replacing this revenue. 

**While I lobbied in Petrograd the em- 
peror. visited the country around. Moscow, 
and saw the havoc of vodka. 
missed Kokovsoff and appointed the present 
Minister of Finance, M. Bark. 

** Mobilization precipitated the anti-vodka 
measure. ‘The Grand Duke, remembering 
the disorganization due to drunkenness dur- 
ing the mobilization of 1904, ordered the 
prohibition of all alcoholic drinks except in 
clubs and first-class restaurants. ‘lhis order, 
enforced for one month, showed the Russian 
authorities the value of abstinence. 

‘*In spite of the general depression caused 
by. the a, the paralysis of business, the 
closing of factories, and the interruption of 
railroad traffic, the people felt no privation. 
Savings banks showed an increase in de- 
posits over the preceding month, and over 
the corresponding month of the preceding 
year. Atthe same time there was a boom 
in the sale of meats, groceries, clothing, dry 
goods, and house furnishings. 

**I decided to seize this occasion for a 
press campaign, so far as this is a possible 
thing in Russia. I organized delegations to 
present petitions to the proper authorities for 
the prolonging of this new sobriety for the 
duration of the war. This step found favor 
with his Imperial Majesty, and an order was 
issued to that effect. Another similar cam- 
paign to remove the licenses from privileged 
restaurants and clubs was successful, and 
strong liquor is no longer available any- 
where in Russia. 

‘*The second month of abstinence made 
the manifold advantages so clear to every- 
body that when we called upon His Majesty 
to thank him for his recent orders he prom- 
ised that the vodka business of the govern- 
ment would be given up forever. This 
promise was promulgated in a telegram to 
the Grand Duke Constantine. 

‘*There remains only now to find else- 
where the revente which up to the present 
time has been contributed by vodka. ‘There 


has been introduced in the Duma a bill 
offering a solution of this question. ‘The aim 
of this bill is not the creation of new taxes, 
or an ingrease in the present taxes, but an 
effort to render the government domains and 
possessions more productive.”’ 
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10% More for Your Money 


Quaker Oats is put up also in a 2§-cent size, nearly three times 
as large as the 1o-cent size. By saving in packing it offers you 10 
per cent more for your money. See how long it/lasts, 1 a9 








Ile then dis- |- 












The Boy 
The Dish 


Quaker: Oats is 


Concentrated Energy 
The Essence. of Vim 


That dish of Quaker Oats supplies a half-day’s need of the 
most active boy you know. 


It gives him an excess of energy, for study or for play. 


For this is Nature’s vim-food. 


mine of power. 
strength. 


There is nothing else like it. 


on oats. 


She stores in every kernel a 
It produces spirit and vitality, brain activity, muscle 


Nature lavishes her energy 


But this vim, like the flavor, goes largely to the big, plump 


grains. 


Others are starved and puny. 
fed grains for use in Quaker Oats. 


flakes and thetessence of vitality. 


Quaker Oats 


The Best-Liked Flakes of Vim 


Quaker Oats is this vim-food 


in its most delicious 
form. The flakes are 
big and rich and lus- 
cious. They have 
the flavor and aroma 
which make this dish 
inviting. 

We get but ten 
pounds of such 
flakes from a bushel. 
It takés hours to 
prepare them with 
dry heat and steam 
heat. But the re- 
sult is a food so 
unique and delight- 
ful that from all the 


world over 








Quaker 


Cooker 


We have made to our or- 
der—from pure Aluminum 
—a perfect Double Boiler. 
It is extra large and heavy. 
We supply it to users of 
Quaker Oats, for cooking 
these flakes in the ideal way. 
It insures the fullness of 
food value and flavor. See 
our offer in each package. 








So we pick these rich, well- 
Thus we get these luscious 


people send here to 
get it. ; 


This extra quality 
costs you no extra 
price. It comes to 
you always when you 
ask for Quaker Oats. 

It makes this food, 
so. essential to chil- 
dren, the food that 
children want. 


This has been 
proved to millions by 
Quaker Oats itself. If 
you have any doubt 
that this grade is 
worth while, let one 
meal dispel it. 


l0c and 25c per Package 
Except in Far West and. South 


(728) 
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- JANUARY 16, 1915 


‘Three .questions have just been asked by Rev. A. J. Morris, of Omaha, Nebraska. The 
’ -gubstance Ofthe replies is of tremendous interest to ministers and the vast multitudes of Christians 
. who want a revival in their own town. 


‘. ‘Dear Sirs: 1 saw an announcement in The Sunda 
«would publish en account, yp Bec of the “ Billy 


magn in Phils am writing for more 
this matter on the Bly Sony Camp 


sentiment ? 


- Answer. —Yes, that is exactly the chief purpose in the mind of the man 

hool Fimes. The Times’ story of the Philadel 
paign will be from an altogether different viewpoint from that of the 
.. secular press, 


) What rate will you give ws on 25 to 50 copies for 3 months, or covering the Philadelphia campaign ? 


‘ Answer.—T wenty-five cents from January 1 to April 1, covering the ee 
and its results so far as they can be com - 


m5 


y 


ty “How much space, approximately, will you devote to this movement each week ? 
Ariswer.—For most issues one page or more each week throughout the campaign. 


" . (2) Bo -you think the matter will be of such character as to prove a positive help in building up an 
evangelistic 


ement 
cam- 


ehended by that date, ge. 
usted, three months from 


an borage: ag” ghee ch pag ee bog: Sn spam 


among my people 


If you are proposing to do what J hope you are, 
of other pastors, 
many of which would stick. Cordially yours, 


and you will probably get a long lit 


A PROBABLE INSPIRATION TO YOUR CHURCH 


> May: not God use The Sunday School Times’ account of what is expected to be the 
« greatest of modem local revivals as an inspiration to lead your church out into greater activities ? 
We confidently hope that it will be a thrilling recital of modern miracle conversions of 


+ Will_your church join the movement which we believe Mr. Morris has started and 
aieine for 25 to 50 copies for three months at 25 cents per copy? A three months’ sub- 
be-given free with every ten subscriptions paid for in a three months’ club. 


This rate is an introductory offer and is intended for papers sent to separate addresses. 
« We cannot~promise to supply preceding issues if those in pnnt become exhausted before your 
- order is received, so make sure of the complete Philadelphia story by acting to-day. 


1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA 


{ 











From Dr. J. R.. Miller’s Personal Letters 





Selections from some of. the choicest. of .Dr. Miller's letters on soul 
problems will be continued in the Times during the early weeks of-rgr5. 


46. When God Changes Our Plans 


AM glad to have your letter of October 
| 23. Ihave been a little anxious about 
you, not having heard for a good while, 
fearing that you might be sick. I think that 
the decision to which you have come is really 
a very wise one, It is always best to accept 
God’s way of caring for us, to follow in his 
guidance whithersoever he leads us, even if 
it is a way into which we would not natu- 
rally incline to enter, 

Since you have made the decision, let me 
say this to you,—that you will find God will 
open the way for you and make it far more 
sleasant and agreeable than you imagine, 
j have always found this to be true, that 
when we are following Christ, every path 
into which he takes us leads to some bless- 
ing. In the Eastern countries shepherds 
have sometimes to go many miles away to 
find pasture for their flocks, Rain scarcely 
falls, and the country dries up in the long 
rainless season, ‘The whole country is open, 
however, to the shepherd, and when he can- 
not find pasture in one place, he will some- 
times go many, many miles away, with his 
flock, to some place where he knows he will 
find grass for them to eat. It often happens 
that in going to these bits of pasture, the 
sheep have to be led over rough” ways, 
through dark and gloomy ravines. «But 
wherever the shepherd leads them, the ob- 
ject always is not to bring them into the 
darkness, not to lead them over a rough 
way, but to get them to the pasture in the 
best way. The same is true in our Christian 

“ life, when we are following the Good Shep- 
herd. Ile sometimes leads us in strange 
ways, in ways which seem to us not beauti- 
ful nor pleasant; but this we may always 
know, that wherever he takes us it is on the 





way to somethiag good, a bit-of. pasture, a 
blessing, a comfort, a joy. 

“We never. know when we start out on any 
new way with God’ whither’ the way will 
lead, what its ‘erid may be, or to what good- 
wess and mercy‘it will bring us, ~ You do not 
know what God’s-plan is’ in this going to 
O No.doubt God-has.some plan in his 
mind, something that he-has you to come 
there for, some-good thing which he has 
waiting for you there, some blessing to your 
own life which-you-will find: either on the 
way or at the end of the way. 

So I trust, my dear child, that you will go 
forward without any question at all, beauti- 
fully, confidently believing that God is lead- 
ing you, and that he has some reason for 
doing so. 

I hope, therefore, that all reluctance and 
that all feeling of. disinclination or insubmis- 
sion will give way iu the sweet trust- which 
fills-your heart. 

Some time ago a young friend of mine had 
made arrangements, as she supposed, to go 
to Paris to spend half a year in musical study 
with some distinguished teacher there. She 
was very full of it. But she had money for 
only half the year. One: day she received 
word that she could not be received for the 
half-year, that she must engage for the whole 
year or she could not be accepted. This she 
could not possibly do, as the money she had 
stored up was just enough for half the year 
and no more. 

She came in to tell me about it and, of 
course, she was disappointed very much, 
But what pleased me was the joyous enthusi- 
asm_.of her faith. . She said, ‘* 1 wonder what 





God has now in.storesfor me in place of this 
Paris tvip.’’ She «believed that God had 
interfered in some-way for a~punpose, that 
samething beter would come in place. In 





a few days she came back to me with exult- 
ant joy to tell me that she had made arrange- 
ments to spend not half a year, but the whole 
year, in New York City, with a teacher quite 
as distinguished and quite as skilful as the 
teacher in Paris to whom she had been plan- 
ning to go.’ The money which would have 
paid her way for only half a year in Paris 
‘would pay her way for the full season in New 
¥ork. ‘This was God’s better thing for her, 
that which God had in his mind when he dis- 
appointed her about going to Paris. 

I tell you this incident merely to enforce 
what I believe to be true, that God has 
planned for your winter, and that he is doing 
it with a loving purpose, Believe him, trust 
him, go quietly on your way, and I am sure 
that in due time you wili see that he is right, 
that God has not been unkind to you, but is 
blessing you better in the plan he is making 
for you than he could have blessed you in 
the way you would mark out for yourself. 





Charts for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


A fA tom rance question discussed by Mrs. 
‘oster Stevens, Superintendent Tem- 

oe Department of the International 
Sunday School Association 











A Supplemental 
Bible Question 
Course 
By JOHN B. SMITH 


Many a busy superintendent has wel- 
comed this course of fifty-two five-minute 
Bible question drills for use each week 
during the opening exercises of the 
Sunday-school. 

The course is very suggestive and is 
not designed to take the place of regular 
Bible studies in the Sunday-school, but 
to supplement these by arousing general 
interest in Bible study. 

Teachers in their classes, pastors in 
meetings with children and young peo- 
ple, and parents in the home will be glad 
of an opportunity to use this book. 
50 cents id, Order through your 
Bookseller, or direct from the Publishers, 
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CEDAR FALLS, IlowA.—Where can [ pro- 
cure Charts practical for bringing out temper- 
ance object lessons in Sunday-school work ? 
Suggest ways of using these charts. 

INE illustrated charts, also a fifty-cent 
hand-book: ‘*Modern Facts About 
Alcohol,’’ explaining each one of these 

charts, are published by the Scientific Tem- 
perance Federation, 23 Trull Street, Boston. 
The National Anti-Saloon League, Wester- 
ville, Ohio, supplies the same charts. ‘he 
Presbyterian Board of Temperance, 72 Con- 
estoga Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., has excel- 
lent temperance posters with small dodgers 
to correspond, Both are inexpensive, and 
will prove helpful to schools of limited 
finances. 

The charts may be used in various ways. 
From a whole set a dozen or more may be 
selected which are especially good for Sua- 
day-school work, The temperance superin- 
tendent may circulate these, one at a time, 
among various classes until each class has 
had each of the charts ; or a group of charts, 
two’or three, dealing with the same phase of 
the temperance question, may be used as the 
basis of the temperance instruction on the 
quarterly temperance Sunday; ora number of 
these charts might be selected and arranged 
in a series, and a different one used as the 
basis of a five-minute temperance exercise 
before the whole school once a month. 
Some of the charts; are quite within the ca- 
pacity of older Primary girls and boys and 
the Junior girls and boys. One of these 
might hang for a few weeks in the temper- 
ance corner in the elementary room. ‘The 
truth it represents should be explained and 
illustrated by concrete facts from life. Every 
few weeks the chart could be replaced with a 
fresh one. When your school’ has made use 
of its charts send them to some school not 
yet acquainted with them. 
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[ Children at Home 





The Letters to Great- 
Aunt Lydia 
By Mary Sherburne Warren 


DON’T see why we have to write to 
her,’’.complained Betty, as her 
mother left the room. ‘A great- 

‘aunt seems'so far away—not like a near, 
common aunt.” 

Robert frowned as he drew two chairs 
slowly toward the: desk. ‘*I shouldn’t 
think she would like little boy and girl let- 
ters,’ he said. ‘* We can’t write anything 
interesting. She never laughs.’’ 

‘*‘Of coursé not,’? agreed his sister. 
**She’s too old.”’ he 

Robert ‘siniled,~ ‘*Why, no, she isn’t, 
‘Grandpa is eighty-five and he laughs all the 
time. It’s fun to write to Aim.’’ 

’- Betty was always inventing games. ‘‘Let’s 
pretend we are writing to grandpa,’’ she 
cried excitedly, ‘‘only begin ‘Dear Aunt 
Lydia.’ “Then we’ll have time to write the 
real letters.’ It’s raining harder than ever. 
Let’s write the make-believe letters with 
pencils.”’ 

, **No, let’s.write with ink, Miss Thomp- 
“son says we ought to be particalar in every- 
‘thing we do.’’ Robert’s black eyes were 
very earnest." - 

' * All right,’’ said Betty, ‘* My teacher is 
‘particular about letters, too.’’ 

Soon two little heads bent over the low, 
-wide desk in the corner of the library and 
‘two pens kept merry time to the patter of the 
‘yaindrops. © At last the letters were finished. 

‘*Read yours first,’ cried Betty, tossing 
the brown curls from her shining blue eyes. 
~- Robert stood by his chair, just as he. did 
‘gt school, and read¢_ 

-“* Dear Aunt Lydia,— mee 

**You would be surprised to see 

how tall Betty is now, ,If J didn’t drink a 


uart of milk a day she would catch up with |’ 


ape I think brothers ought to be taller 
‘than sisters, don*t:you,Gra—Aunt. Lydia? ~ 
**I] have a good joke on Betty. You 
know how afraid she used to -be of cater- 
{pillars. Last month, in our plum tree, I 
! found the loveliest great caterpillar, all green 
‘and covered.with red, yellow, and blue 
‘tubercles. Miss Evans said we might call 
; them spines now, but we'told her we liked 
"hard words. I kept the caterpillar in a box 
jand fed it plum leaves. Betty would just 
‘peek over the edge—then jump back and 
scream. But one day I caught her looking 
into the box five minutes. When I crept 
up to her she screamed and looked kind of 
ashamed, but after that we watched the cater- 
pillartogether. It waslotsmore fun, When 
it spun a big cocoon we wrote Miss Evans 
about it and she said, if nothing happens, 
we would have a lovely big cecropia moth 
next spring. Betty and I can hardly wait. 
‘I wish you would write me about your 
parrot. | Has it learned any new words ? 
** Your loving nephew, 
‘** Robert T. Foster.” 


** That’s lovely,’’ cried Betty. ‘*I don’t 
care if you did tell about me. Now hear 
my letter: 


** Dear Aunt Lydia, — 

‘*] wish you could see Juliet, my 
dear little gray kitten. Robert loves it just 
as well as I do. 

** Father’s Cousin Ellen came last week. 
Mother said I must not talk much about 
Juliet while she was here for she didn’t like 
cats. I don’t see how she can help it but moth- 
er says folks are not all made alike. When 
Cousin Ellen came she never spoke to Juliet 
and it made her feel so bad I had to take 
her out doors to comfort her. But what do 
you supposed happened one day? Mother 
forgot her ket-book when we went to 
market, and sent me back to get it. And 
there, on the side porch, I saw Cousin Ellen 
petting Juliet like everything: and saying, 
‘Nice kitty. You are the prettiest little 
thing I ever saw. How youcan purr!’ I 
hurried back and told mother and she 
smiled and said some folks didn’t like to 
show their feelings. But I’ve loved Cousin 
Ellen lots better ever since. 

*« We enjoyed the book you sent. 
reads it to us in our story hour. 

“ Lovingly, your niece, 
** Elizabeth M. Foster.”’ 


Mother 


(Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25) 





.4* Your Jetter is just as good as mine,’ 


praised Robert, ‘‘even if you aren’t so old. 


Oh, dear, now we’ve got to write the real. 


letters and it’s almost stopped raining.” 

In an amazingly short time the ‘ real” 
letters were finished. Robert jum up to 
read his for he had spied a bit of blue sky. 


** Dear Aunt Lydia,—, 

‘*I was glad to have school begin 
last month. Miss Thompson is my teacher. 
I am in the sixth grade now, and: study 
reading, arithmetic, spelling, language, geo- 

phy, music, drawing, and nature work. 
We have begun fractions in arithmetic. 
** After school I get in the wood and feed 
the chickens. 
** Your loving nephew, 
** Robert T.. Foster.’’ 


‘*That’s just what we always write,’ 
sighed Betty. ‘*My letter is almost like 
yours. ‘These aren’t at all like the others,”’ 

** What letters ?’’ asked mother, who was 
smiling from the doorway. 

Robert looked at Betty; Betty looked at 
Robert. Then they told mother all about it. 

‘**See, the sun is shining!’’ cried Mrs. 
Foster. ‘*Run out to play and I will read 

our letters and address the envelope. You 
howe been in the house long enough.’’ 

Three days later the children found a 
letter from Aunt Lydia in the Post Office. 
Robert read it aloud on their way home. 


** Dear Robert and Elizabeth, — 
‘*I was feeling far from well last 
Monday and was about to send for the doc- 
tor when your letters came. How I laughed 
over the story of Juliet! You have found 
that Cousin Ellen has a tender heart. If 
you were sick she would care for you day 
‘and night. Then the caterpillar story! It 
carried me back to the happy summer I 
spent hunting caterpillars, moths, and butter- 
flies with my niece who teaches nature work 
in a large school, : 
‘Don’t be surprised, children, if you re- 
ceive a big book about—just wait and see. 
You saved me a doctor’s bill. 
*¢ Your affectionate aunt, _, 
‘+ Lydia N.: Foster.’’ 


**I don’t care if mother dide make a 
mistake,’’ cried Robert, ‘*do you ?’? 
‘* No—o,”’ replied Betty slowly, ‘‘only I 


almost wish we had invited Aunt Lydia to }. 


visit us, I never supposed tender hearts 
were so common.,”’ 


NORTH POMFRET, VER. 





«‘ Buncombe ”’ 
It Doesn’t Always Pay to Be Skeptical 


When a newspaper writer and proof 
‘reader that works nights can feed him- 
self out of dyspepsia, which most all that 
class suffer with, it is worth while to 
know the kind of food used. 

This man says: 

‘‘ Being a newspaper writer and proof 
reader, also a graduate in medicine as 
well, though not practicing, makes a 
combination that would produce a skep- 
tic on the subject if anything would. 

‘*Day after day I read the proof on 
the Grape-Nuts advertisements with the 
feeling that they were all ‘ buncombe.’ 
All this time I was suffering from dys- 
pepsia from the improper food I was 
eating at the restaurant. 

‘*One day I saw a package of Grape- 
Nuts at the restaurant and tried some 
with cream. The food took my fancy 
at once. After a few lunches on it at 
midnight I noted an improvement in my 
feelings, and was able to work with less 
fatigue. 

‘*T have used Grape-Nuts as a regular 
diet since then, and have improved 

reatly. The old dyspepsia and bad 
eelings that I thought were necessary 
adjuncts to night work disappeared, and 
I am able to do much more and better 
work with less effort than ever before. 

‘*I was nearly ready to give up and 
seek health in some other walk in life, 
but thanks to my change in diet I am 
now all right.” ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

Look in pkgs. for the famous little 
book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville.” 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 


are genuine, true, and full of human 


interest. 
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Books Worth Noting 








My Daily Prayer (by F. B. Meyer, 
D.D.) isa dainty vest-pocket manual con- 
taining ‘‘a short supplication for every day 
in the year,’’ eminently suitable for and re- 
sponding exceptionally well to the test of 
actual use, (Revell, cloth, 25 cents net; 
leather, 35 cents.) Rey et 


The Saloon Shown (By Professor 
Thomas W. Shannon, A. M.),—Professor 
Shannon, author of the **Shannon Purity 
Books,’’ does exactly what the title of this 
booklet suggests. There are few arguments 
that have been advanced against prohibition 
that are not riddled by a calm, logical 
showing of facts, aswell as by fiery and 
effective pleading. Some of the ‘* wet argu- 
ments that fail to hold water’? under the 
author’s keen analysis are ; Prohibition par-' 
alyzes business; Farmers’ markets ruined ; 
Taxes increased ; Vested interests destroyed ; 
Law can’t reform men; Prohibition does not 
some we 9 The counter attack is skilfully 

andled as well,'and altogether the booklet 
is a strong temperance document for popular 
reading. It should be a vote-winner, (S. A. 
Mullikin’Co., paper binding, 15 cents.) 


The Distinctive Ideas of Jesus (By 
the Rev. Charles Carroll Albertson),.—The 
distinctive ideas of New Testament religion 
are given by the author as six in number : 
God’s Solicitous Fatherhood, Humanity’s 
Eternal Value, Jesus Christ’s Mediatovial 
Ministry, the New Birth of Manhood, Love 
as the Law of the New Man, and the: Un- 
broken Continuity of Life. On each of these 
the author comments with freshness and 
force. If one more ‘‘ distinctive idea’’ 
might be added, the Holy Spirit of God, as 
the last and final element of uniqueness, the 
book might be regarded as realizing com- 
pletely the statement of its title. But read- 
ers will doubtless add this point for them- 
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| selves, and they will find in the book gemu- 


inely helpful teaching to confirm the mind 
and cheer the heart. (Westminster Press, 75 
cents, ) 


The Life in Grace (By the Rev. Walter 
J. .Carey).—The Bishop. of London intro- 
duces this book, and says that it is ‘* written 
of course from a frankly ‘Catholic’ point of 
view.” It is indeed, and, as such, will only 
‘be acceptable as a whole to those who are 
in sympathy with this position, While there 
is much with which all will‘agree in connec- 
tion with Sin, Grace, Incarnation, Atone- 
ment, Resurrection, Ascension, Prayer, and 
the Christian Character, yet on the applica- 
tion of Grace in the Church and Sacraments, 
those who hold fast by the New Testament 
teaching will have to part company with both 
author and bishop, The book will afford 
an opportunity to see how far Christians of 
various schools agree. It is. written with 
earnestness and .devotion, but it must be 
confessed that the definite practical teaching 
is fundamentally different from that which is 
found in Holy Scripture. (Longmans, 
Green & Co., 90 cents net.) 


Sabbath Theology. (By Maurice S. 
Logan).—The sub-title describes this book 
as **A Reply to those who insist that Satur- 
day is the only true Sabbath Day,’’ and very 
ally is its thesis maintained. In the course 
of twenty chapters and an appendix, starting 
from ‘‘'Thé Creation Days,’’ the wholei of 
the Bible material is covered. Those who 
are troubled by the specious but fallacious 
arguments of Seventh Day Adventists will 
‘find in this book a quarry of materials, In 
a series! of clear,‘fair,, and thorough argu- 
ments the true position is stated, and a real 
**Sabbath Theology ’’ is taught. Among its 
many able and forceful discussions is the 
one that deals with the attitude of the 
Roman Church, as used by the Seventh Day 
Adventists. This bodk, with that other 
valuable discussion, *“Seventh Day Advent- 
ism Renounced,’? by Canright, who was 
twenty-eight years a member and a minister 


( Continued on next page) 
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A Good Motto for the New Year 
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Keep: 
. Homely phrase of our 


Keep steady step to 


Hard to be 'good when 


“ Easy and fair goes 


The muddiest ‘pool is a 


Whisper a hope to the 
Banish the fear with 


This is a Selection from 


who knew and. loved 
these little messages 50 cents 
cheer to start the work of the week. 
olive-green cloth with silver stampin 
direct from the Publishers 





Sweet and Keep Movin’.” 


‘Fouch,to the left—eyes to the right— 
Sing with the soul though the lips he dumb. 


Hard to be gay when the heart is down; 
When “ they that trouble you are increased,” 
. When you look for a smile and see a frown, 
But 
‘* Keep sweet and keep movin’.” 


Hard to be sweet when the throng is dense, 

When elbows jostle and shoulders crowd: 
Easy to give and to take offense 

When the touch is rough and the voice is loud; 
‘Keep to the right” in the city's throng; 

*' Divide the road’ on the broad highway ; 
There's one way right when everything's wfong: 


The Silver Trumpets 


; _. By Robert J. Burdette, D.D. 


A little’ book; containing ‘fifty-two poems which were written for ‘‘ The 
Temple Herald” (the Church Calendar) b 
pastor of the Temple Baptist Church of L 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Southland bright—- 
the flam of the drum :— 


the wind's in the east: 





far in a day.” 


Just 
“ Keep sweet and keep movin’.” 


The quick taunt answers the hasty word— 
The lifetime chance fora “ help.” is missed : 


fountain stirred, 


A kind hand clinched makes an ugly fist. 
When the nerves are tense and the mind is vexed, 
The spark lies close to the magazine ; 


soul perplexed— 
a smile serene— 


Just 
“ Keep sweet and keep movin’.” 


Dr. Burdette, when he was 
os Angeles, California. All 
Dr. Burdette will want 

postpaid of encouragement and 
The book is attractively bound in 
g-. Order through your Bookseller, or 
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BILLY SUNDAY 


Appreciation 


A Short 
Biographical Sketch 
of the Rev. 
William Ashley Sunday 
D.D. 







With an introduction by 
Rev. Wm, H, Roberts, D.D., LL.D., 
Chairman of the Commission of Evan- 
gelism of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America. 





Every Minister and Superintendent should 

read this booklet, in order that a coz:ect 

view of the life and work of the famous 
evangelist may be obtained. 





Price, 10 cents each, $1.00 a dozen, 
or 38.00 toa. prepaid, 


Advertisers Publishing Co. 
1336 Cherry Street, - , Philadelphia 

















[SELECT NOTES | 


Great Revival 
Hymns No. 2 


An exceptional book of merit that will commend itself 
to your judgment. : 

It is tke one book that supplies every need for 
Church and Sunday School, ; 

Fully orchestrated. every page has a singable song. 

A returnable copy mailed for examination upen re- 
quest, 


Cash with the order price, Cloth, $25 ; Limp, 
$18; Manilla, $12.50 per 100, not 
Ask how to obtain our new music at half price 


RODEWEAVER GO, s3tisozés Sze 


312 Lippincott Bidg., Phils. 





























CALVERT MORTGAGE 
6 PERCENT CERTIFICATES 
dantly safeguarded by First 
Seen tenet’, Keceves Beal Metnte. 
in denominations of $100.06. 
ey nt phe ter dn omy 
t e . ad 
terest checks mailed without fail Janu- 
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_—s rite for the book. 




















\High-School Christian Bey 
~ of seventeen, six feet two in height, athletic, trained in 
Scoutcraft, a special student of irds and trees, would 
like work next summer in boys’ camp in an eastern 
State. Could tutor in mathematics, conduct nature 
Study, lead hikes, and be generally useful about camp. 


Address Scout,1031 Walnut St. ,Philadeiphia,Pa. 





Efficiency engineering in the Sunday-school is 
just as needful as in a big manufacturing plant. 
“ MORE needful,” you say? Then send for 
a catalog of books that will show you how. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
4031.Walnut Street, -......- Philadelphia, Pa. 


i.| of the Philadelphia compeige not com- 


' leted, there are signs thag nay well bring. 
Pe Hsteayte the liquor’camp. "On Jaauuly 
5 Mr, ‘ 
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Books Worth: Noting 

- (Continued from preceding page) 

of the Seventh Day Community, will suffice 

for all practical pur to show the scrip- 

tural truth on this important subject. (The 

New York. Sabbath Committee, 31 Bible 
House, New York City, $1.50.) 

Shall | Drink? (By Joseph H. Crooker, 
D.D.)}—Where there was one seeker after the 
truth about alcohol a dozen years ago, there 
are hundreds of such inquirers to-day. And 
the supply of information has kept pace with 
the demand. To assemble the proved facts 
on this problem into one handy volume, to 
present them in brief and attractive form, to 
touch every phase of the question with the 
latest investigations from wer gs Nig a is the 
work undertaken by Joseph H, Crooker in 
this volume, ‘The author has brought to his 
task a well-trained mind, a convincing liter- 
ary style, and a long term of patient investi- 
gation and service in the cause of total 
abstinence. He has fortified his conclusions 
by quoting the ohservations and findings of 
two hundred of the world’s foremost scien- 
tists, publicists, statesmen, and reformers, 
The value of the book is greatly enhanced 
by sixteen full-page charts prepared by the 
Scientific Temperance Federation. Minis- 
ters, Sunday-school teachers, and others who 
are called upon from time to time to present 
the latest attested facts on various phases of 
the drink question, will find Dr. Crooker’s 
work of great value. (Pilgrim Press, $1 net, 


postage 10 cents.) 
< 


What Sunday Did to Booze 
( Continued from page 37) 
This being the case the Philadelphia 
situation is entirely different from that 
which Mr. Sunday found in Wheeling, 
in Denver, in New Castle, and in many 
Ohio cities where the liquor business has 
been effectually crushed: 
But already, with three workin 


days 


‘<down-and-out’’ dated from one of 
Pilddelphia’s resciie ‘iissions, The 
letter in part was as follows :. 


WHOSOEVER MIssIGN, 
Philadelphia, Jan. 4, 1915. 

Dear Six: This morning I -awoke in a 
lodging - house, dying for a drink, For a 
while I sat in the reading-room and there 
read of your sermons: yesterday. I felt the 
force of your remarks, for God knows I have 
beén through the mill. | left the place with 
all my nerves calling for a bronx, and in 
several saloons begged for a drink, but with- 
out success, At last I wandered down to the 
water front. 

While a crowd was gathered in a saloon 
I entered and, with nerves unstrung, asked 
the bartender for a drink of whiskey. He 
said no, I was about to turn away when a 
man at the bar said, ‘* Wait a minute, kid, 
We are about.to drink a toast, and if you will 
join us you can have the best in the house,” 

Having my drink I waited for the toast. 
The leader then said: ‘*Are you ready, 
boys ?’’ 4 ; 

They ail lifted their glasses and the leader 
said: ** Damn Billy Sunday.” 

I would not drink that toast after reading 
your sermons, and I-did not drink, As they 
were about to-empty their glasses, I cried, 
**God bless Billy Sunday,’’ and dashed m 
drink to the floor. 
out, and I feel a better man, You will never 
know who wrote these lines, but I pray to 
the God whom I have denied and sold for a 
mess of pottage to bless youand your work, 

My mother is broken-hearted, my wife is 
seeking a divorce, my boy isy being brought 
up to look ‘with shame upon his father, and 
IT am a weary outcast.” But I pray again 
that God may bless you and your wok and 
aid you in your fight against rum. 


Let us pray for this outcast, and let us 
join in his prayer that God may bless 
Billy Sunday and increase mightily his 
influence in the fight to destroy the liquor 
monster. What may God not do through 
one man, we may weld ask, when we res 
member that Russia’s temperance mira- 
cle told.about in this issue was due largely 
to one Russian patriot. 


y | 


Of course I was throwa | 
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An Ex-Drinker Diagnoses 
- “The. Old Game” 





NE of the most widely read writers of 
‘The Saturday Evening Post, Samuel 
G. Blythe, tells in a breezy, unconven- 
tional, and convincing way why he is glad he is 
a teetotaler. He calls little book ** The 
Old Game: a Retros; After Three-and-a- 
-Half Years on the Water-Wagon,.’’ Tem- 
perance workers will find no trite common- 
‘places here. They will find-no religion here, 
either. ‘There is not the slightest hint of 
recognition of any need of a power outside 
one’s self to be delivered from what the book 
sweepingly shows is one of the worst curses 
that can come into a man’s life to-day. ‘The 
book is striking evidence of the fact that a 
man can be saved from drinking by sheer 
will-power. There is a better, surer, safer 
Way; upon that Mr. Blythe does not touch, 
His book, read for what it is and not for 
what it is not, grips the attention from the 
start and holds it to the end. While he says 
he has no desire to force his teetotalism 
views upon others, he says: ‘* My mind is 
closed and intolerant in my own case. I 
have quit—and quit forever,’”’ The little 
book is written after an experience of three 
years’ total abstinence following presumably 
a lifetime of habitual drinking, It describes 
what a complete readjustment of life in many 
details was necessary, what sort of senseless 
ridicule had to be ignored, and what total 
abstinence has added to the profit side of his 
amg ledger account. ‘* The finest attri- 
ute of a non-alcoholic life is the time it 
gives you to do non-alcoholic things. . .. 
Time! Why, such new vistas of what can 
be done with time that.was wasted in former 
years have opened before me that time seems 
to me the greatest luxury in the world !’’ 
Toward the close of his very intimate per- 
sonal conféssion the author says: ‘‘Is it 
‘worth while to drink. moderately, or is it not? 
The answer, based solely on thy own experi- 
ence, is that it ig not... . I am convinced 
that the best thing I ever did for myself was 


.and say-it is my unalterable conviction that 
alcohol, in any form, as a beverage fever did 
anything for any man. that he would not have 
been: better without,’’ 

Here’s another bit of evidence worth 
noting: ‘*One of the reasons I quit was be- 
cause I noticed I was going to funerals 
oftener than tsual—funerals of friends who 
had been living the same sort of lives for 
theirs 1s I hadsbeen living for mine. They 
began dropping off with Bright’s disease 
and other affections superinduced by alcohol ; 
and I took stock of that feature of it rather 
earnestly. The funerals have not stopped: 
‘They have been more frequent in the past 
three years than in the three years preceding 
—all good fellows, happy, convivial souls ; 
but now dead. Some of them thought that 
I was foolish to quit !... The old game makes 
for fun, but it takes toll—and never fails !’”’ 

Here is asumming up of physical benefits : 
“*Take my own case: I was fat, wheezy, 
uric-acidy, gouty, rheumatic—not organic- 
ally bad, but symptomatically inferior. I was 
never quite normal—no man is normal who 
has a few drinks each day, though most men 
boast they never were under the influence of 
liquor in their lives, and all that sort of 
tommyrot—and never quite up to the mark, 

** Now I weigh one hundred and eighty- 
five pounds, which is my normal weight, for 
that is what I weighed when I was twenty- 
one ; and I have not varied five pounds in 
more than two years, I used to weigh two 
hundred and fifty, which was the result of 
our friend Pilsner beer and his accomplices. 
All the gouty, rheumatic, wheezy symptoms 
are gone. If there is anything the matter 
with me the best doctors in these United 
States cannot discover what it is. My eye 
is clear, instead of somewhat bleary. Ihave 
dropped off every physical burden and in- 
firmity I had, and I am in the pink of con- 
dition. I have no fear of heart, kidneys, or 
of any other organ. I have no pains, no 
aches, and no head in the morning. _ I sleep 
as a well man should sleep and I eat as a 
well man should eat. I am forty-five years 
old, and I feel asif I were twenty—and I 
am, to all intents and purposes, physically.’’ 

The last word of the little -book is this 
straight shot: ‘* As I look at it there is no 
arguments The man who does not drink 
has ‘all the better of the game.’ (Doran, 
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FIRST AID TOTHE INJURED 


A broken leg or a shattered arm, in 
the hands of a skilled surgeon, is easily 
repaired. A broken limb need not puta 
man out of business. Even the loss of 
a leg-does not permanently incapacitate 
a man for certain kinds of mental en- 
deavor. But a ‘*broken stomach” is 
not so easily repaired. Continued de- 
rangement of the digestive organs will 
surely. put a man or a woman out of 
business. Z| pig of flesh jone 
stren and a impairme 
the thinking processes.. The brain can- 
not work h normal vigor when a 
rebellious stomach refuses to work.. 

As a food for coaxing a. rebellious 
stomach back to the performance of 
its natural functions .nothing equals 
shredded wheat biscuit—a food that 
contains all. the body-building material 
in the whole wheat grain made digestible 
by steam-cooking,shredding and ing. 
It is one thing to put all the elements 
that are needed by the huinan body into 
a food, and quite another thing to pre- 
pare them in digestible form. In 
shredded wheat biscuit these elements 
are taken up and assimilated when the 
stomach, rejects. all other foods. The 
porous shreds are quickly petmontos by 
the digestive fluids and their crispness 
promotes thorough chewing, which isthe 

rst process in digestion. Being made 
in biscuit form and being ready-cooked 
and ready-to-serve, this food is a great 
boon to the busy housewife who is called 
upon to cut down household expenses 
and who must occasionally prepare a 
nourishing meal in a few moments. 

Shredded wheat contains more real 
nutriment than meat or eggs, is. more 
easily digested and costs much less. . It 
is usually.eaten for breakfast.with hot 
milk or cream, but it is deliciously nour- 
ishing for any meal ip combination with 
stewed or canned fruits. 
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‘AND IIS MESSAGE. 
By , Eilts; LD. 


The only book that explains “ Billy’’ Sunday ; 
as readable as fiction, - pore the heart of Mr. 
Sunday’s mesengs which has ch: .the lives ot 
a quarter of a m fon. Reproduces Mr. Sunday’s 
pictu ue, Spe pages | phtases and sayings, 
and retains all of the wonderful appeal! of his plat- 
form utterances. y 

Cloth, 496 pp.. Profrsely Illustrated, $1.50. 
Cheaper cloth edition, $1.00. 
. At all bookstores or from the publishers 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Phila. 


46 F ae : 
OME - MAKING, THE REW PROFESSION,” is a 100-pp. il- 
lustrate pine sce Peer Paes: Soma beady 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and weil-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, 502 Sr., Cuicaco, Int. 
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THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO. Bez $ LIMA, O80 


PATENTS SECURED Ss. atent 
k ever published for free distribution. GEORGE P. 
KIMMEL, 229 Barrister Building, Washington, D, C. 


The Sunday School Times 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1.50 


One copy, or. any number of 
per year, 











copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

One copy, five years, $6.00. 
One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will be allowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 

$1.00 rate. i 
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